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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 1320

101ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTA TIVE DINKINS.
2470H.011 DANA RADEMAN MILLER, ChiefClerk

AN ACT

To repeal sections 270.260 and 270.400, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof two new sections
relating to feral swine, with a penalty provision.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 270.260 and 270.400, RSMo, are repealed and two new sections
enacted in licu thereof, to be known as sections 270.260 and 270.400, to read as follows:

270.260. 1. (1) Before August 28, 2021, any person who recklessly or knowingly
releases any swine to live n a wild or feral state upon any public land or private land not
completely enclosed by a fence capable of containing such animals is guilty of a class A
misdemeanor.

(2) Beginning on August 28, 2021, any person who intentionally or knowingly
releases any swine to live in a wild or feral state upon any public land or private land is
guilty of a class A misdemeanor. Such person shall also provide five thousand dollars
restitution for damages to the county commission of the county in which the offense
occurred. The county commission shall distribute the restitution as follows:

(a) Five-thousand-dollar grants to the landowners of the land upon which the
offense occurred to be used to restore the land damaged by the swine or for feral swine
elimination efforts; or

(b) A two-thousand-five-hundred-dollar reward for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of a person who violates this subdivision.

(3) Each swine so released shall be a separate offense.

2. Every person who has previously been found guilty of violating the provisions of this
section, committed on two separate occasions where such offense occurred within ten years of

EXPLANATION — Matterenclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted and is intended
to be omitted fromthe law. Matter in bold-face type in the above bill is proposed language.



HB 1320 2

18
19
20
21
22
23

O 00 3 N W B~ W DN

(U5 T NG T NG TN NG T NG T NG TN NS T N T NG N NG T N S e e T T W S Sy S Sy Y
S O 0 9N i A W N = O OV OO 3O Nt B W DN — O

the date of the occurrence of the present offense and who subsequently is found guilty of
violating this section shall be guilty of a class E felony.

3. Nothing in this section shall be construed to criminalize the accidental escape of
domestic swine or to hinder the ability to transport domestic swine to market or slaughter.

4. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the right of an individual
to farm or raise livestock.

270.400. 1. For purposes of this section, the fo]lowmg terms mean:

(1) 'Feral [hog] swine", any [h i
that is not conspicuously identified by ear tags or other forms of identification and is roaming

freely upon public or private lands without the landowner's permission;

(2) "Landowner's agent", any person who has permission from a landowner to be present
on the landowner's property.

2. A person may kill a feral [heg] swine roaming freely upon such person's land and shall
not be liable to the owner of the [hog] feral swine for the loss of the [hog] feral swine.

3. Any person may take or kill a feral [heg] swine on pubhc land or pnvate land with the

consent of the landowner[ cXCer > 3 : ey
i ode—shall 4 . Such person shall not be liable to the
owner of the [hog] feral swine for the loss of such [heg] feral swine.

4. No person except a landowner or such landowner's agent on such landowner's property
shall take, attempt to take, or kill a feral [heg] swine with the use of an artificial light or a night
vision, infrared, or thermal imaging device. No provision of this section shall be construed
to prohibit a landowner or the landowner's agent from using a night vision, infrared, or
thermal i 1mag1ng device.
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