SS SCS HS HB 267 -- COUNTY GOVERNMENT

This bill makes several changes related to county governnent.
The bill:

(1) Changes the nonths in which county conm ssioners are
required to neet;

(2) Authorizes the governing body of all counties to provide
wor kers’ conpensation, health insurance, life insurance, and
retirenment plans for county enpl oyees;

(3) Alows any county to acquire, own, erect, operate, manage,
and mai ntain buildings and property outside the limts of the
est abl i shed seat of justice;

(4) Authorizes any county of the first, second, or fourth
classification without a charter form of governnent to adopt
ordi nances or resolutions related to its property, affairs, and
| ocal governnent. The bill Iimts the types of ordinances that
may be passed. Odinances nay be submtted to the voters for
approval. No county may pass an ordi nance which will submt a
tax to the voters wi thout authorization by the General Assenbly;

(5) Establishes qualifications for a candidate for the office of
county surveyor in counties of the second, third, and fourth
classification. |In counties of the third and fourth
classification, a surveyor nay be appointed if no qualified

candi date seeks the office;

(6) Authorizes any county subject to Environnmental Protection
Agency rul es concerning stormwater discharge to adopt ordi nances
that are necessary to conply with federal regulations. These
counties may, upon voter approval, inpose a stormwater utility
tax in an anpunt necessary to fund public stormwater control

proj ects;

(7) Authorizes St. Louis County to inpose, by ordinance, a

sem annual fee of up to $200 on owners of residential property or
commerci al housing property if that property, has been vacant for
six nmonths and is in violation of the housing code. A munici pal
of ficer nmust nmake the initial determ nation, and the owner may
appeal or inprove the property within 30 days. |If inproved, the
owner may ask for reinspection. |If the fee is still inposed, the
owner may still appeal. Delinquent fees becone a |lien upon the
property. Currently, only nunicipalities nmay inpose the fee;

(8) Authorizes all counties to inpose, upon voter approval, a
sales tax of up to 0.025% for community services for children up
to the age 19. Current law allows St. Charles, St. Louis,



Jefferson, Franklin, Warren, and Lincoln counties to enact this
sales tax. The noneys collected fromthe tax will be deposited
into the county’s community children’s fund and adm ni stered by
the board of directors;

(9) Increases the fee that a county collector may charge in
charter counties and the City of St. Louis for a nerchants
license from$5 up to $25. The fee may be adjusted annual ly
based on the Consuner Price Index, but the fee may not exceed
$100. Current law sets the fee at $5, except in Jackson County,
where the governing body sets the fee, not to exceed $100. The
bill repeals a statute that was enacted tw ce, clarifying that
the fee in all other counties is $25;

(10) Establishes requirenents for candidates for the office of
public adm nistrator. Candi dates nust be 21 years of age, be a
resident of the county for at |east one year, be a registered
voter, and be current in the paynent of all personal and busi ness
t axes;

(11) Requires county collectors in all counties, except charter
counties, to establish an adequate system of bookkeepi ng,

aut hori ze and prescribe the nethod and manner of coll ection of
taxes, and specify the format of the tax books and the form and
manner of preparation of tax bills. Al conputer changes nust
interface with equi pnent and software in use; and

(12) Deletes certain current sections of lawrelated to county
gover nnent .



