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Speaker Jetton’s Statewide Transportation Tour

Visits St. Louis Area
Jefferson City – House Speaker Rod Jetton’s statewide tour of Missouri’s transportation infrastructure visited several locations in St. Louis today to get a closer look at the area’s current transportation projects and needs.  The stop is the second of ten planned for the tour which will visit each of the Missouri Department of Transportation’s regions during a two-week period.

During the stop in St. Louis, House Speaker Jetton toured some of the major construction projects in the area along with Reps. Sally Faith and Neal St. Onge. MoDOT St. Louis Area District Engineer Ed Hassinger escorted them on the tour that included stops at the I-64 construction project, the Page Extension and the Highway 94 overpass of Interstate 70 in St. Charles.

 
“We’ve only just begun our tour but already we’ve had a great opportunity to see just how our money is being spent and the kind of bang we’re getting for our buck with these major projects,” said Speaker Jetton. “There is so much planning and coordination that goes into these projects and it is encouraging to see just how efficient our highway department really is. With the I-64 project they are going to save taxpayers 200 million dollars and complete the project 4 years ahead of schedule because of the decisions they have made.”

The Speaker also viewed the MoDOT Management Center, which serves as a command center for St Louis traffic.  The state of the art facility allows MoDOT officials to track traffic across the entire St. Louis metro area.
 
Speaker Jetton announced his tour in November with the intent of getting a first-hand look at the transportation issues facing the various areas of the state. Transportation will be one of the focal points of the 2008 session and the Speaker hopes to use the information he gains from the tour to help in crafting legislative policy that will improve roadways for the people of Missouri.
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