MO House Committees Investigate Planned Parenthood

Intro:	Two Missouri House committees held a joint committee to look into the allegations regarding Planned Parenthood and the selling of organs for profit. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to get a better understanding of the situation.
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	The Missouri House Committee on Children and Families and the House Committee on Ways and Means held a joint hearing to discuss allegations regarding Planned Parenthood and the selling of organs for profit.
	Lawmakers met in front of a packed hearing room to discuss the information surrounding a series of undercover videos accusing Planned Parenthood of selling fetal remains for profit.

	Super:	Rep. Andrew Koenig
		(R) Manchester

	“There’s been recent videos that have indicated violations of federal law by Planned Parenthood and state law and this joint committee is created with the purpose of determining if any state and federal law has been violated.”
 
Planned Parenthood did not testify at the hearing but lawmakers spent a majority of the hearing questioning officials regarding the licensing and operation of the state’s abortion facilities.
	Currently only one medical facility in the state offers abortion services, Planned Parenthood in St. Louis.
	Several lawmakers became frustrated with Gail Vasterling, the director of the Department of Health and Senior Services when she could not offer specifics regarding the licensing of abortion clinics and what happens to the fetal remains after it is sent to a pathology lab.

	Super:	Rep. Mike Moon
		(R) Ash Grove

	“It’s extremely frustrating when someone… who is representing a department, you’ve already been questioned on many of these before and you still don’t have the answers it is extremely frustrating for us because we’ve spent an hour and fifteen minutes and don’t have many answers that we’re looking for.”

While Republicans claim they are investigating Planned Parenthood, one Democrat suggests there is another motive behind the hearing.

	Super:	Rep. Stacey Newman
		(D) St. Louis

	“To me this is another witch hunt like we’ve seen around the country this is, you know coming into presidential election year… let’s keep going after Planned Parenthood because they quote do abortions you know because abortions are bad even though abortions are a medical, legal procedure that women depend on.”
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The joint committee plans to meet again before the annual veto session on September Sixteenth to continue to investigate the matter… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
	

