Interim Committee on Disaster Recovery

Intro:
Natural disasters have left many in the Show-Me state wondering how Missouri will pay its portion of the clean up costs. Deadly tornados and dangerous flood waters affected the state and left many Missourians questioning how the state would recover…Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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Jefferson City

((Nats))

The past spring will be a season to forget for many Missouri residents.
Deadly tornados and dangerous floods wrecked havoc on many in the Show-Me State.

One Joplin resident lost his entire home and will never forget that fateful night in May.
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J.E. Cruse


Joplin Resident

“Words can’t describe what I am seeing now and looking at all the destruction here…its shock and mind blowing.”
The Joplin tornado produced winds in excess of two hundred miles per hour and killed more than one hundred fifty people.
((Nats))

As Joplin continues to climb out of the devastation, lawmakers face a growing price tag.

Governor Jay Nixon has set aside one hundred fifty million dollars from the current fiscal year to help pay for the state’s portion of the clean up.
((Nats//The cost of recovery is going to be extremely high))


Despite Nixon’s actions, lawmakers believe it won’t be enough.

The House Interim Committee on Disaster Recovery supports the idea of using the state’s rainy day fund to help pay the extra costs associated with the clean up.

The rainy day fund acts as a reserve fund for the state.

In order to use the fund, the General Assembly must pass legislation allowing it to be used.
The Committee recommends including accessing the rainy day fund for disaster relief in the call for a special session.


The state’s top budget official urges lawmakers to access the fund in order to restore confidence in the state.
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State Budget Director


“I think its still critical that we have these discussions during special session because we want local governments and individuals to have confidence that the state has a plan for funding its share of the costs.”  

Despite supporting the call to use the rainy day fund, members of the committee want safe guards in place to make sure the money is spent properly.
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(R) Willard


“I think probably the idea that we’ve had from our budget chairman Ryan Silvey to create a joint oversight committee is probably that right balance because I want to make sure as a state we’re only paying for bills that are absolutely necessary.”

The committee supports the idea of adding disaster relief to the Governor’s call for a special session, including using the rainy day fund and other funds as well as creating a joint oversight committee to monitor the funds.


Back in Joplin…Cruse and his family are taking the recovery in stride.
((Nats//One day at a time))


As they move from debris removal to recovery, the things that mattered most don’t need to be replaced.

“All of this is replaceable but your family, your friends, your kids they’re not replaceable so you have to protect them first.”
Lawmakers hope to begin work on the Special Session agenda before the start of the annual veto session on September fourteenth…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
