House Term Limited Reps

Intro:
The final gavel of the two thousand twelve legislative session marked the last for several term limited lawmakers. In this next story, Jonathan Lorenz talks to several of those term limited members to get their impressions on their time spent in the Missouri House.
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As the two thousand twelve legislative session came to a close…

((Nats))

several lawmakers said goodbye to the Missouri House.

Twenty-five lawmakers will not be eligible to run again due to term limits.


Back in nineteen ninety-two, voters approved a constitutional amendment limiting time in the Missouri House to eight years.

For one termed out lawmaker, it has been an experience of a lifetime.

Super:
Rep. David Day



(R) Dixon


“It has really been one of the greatest honors I have ever known and I wouldn’t trade it for anything at the same time I’m ready, I’m ready to move on to the next chapter.”

Lawmakers are allowed to serve a total of sixteen total years in the General Assembly, eight per chamber.


And for many, those eight years fly by.


Super:
Rep. Joe Aull



(D) Marshall


“I have really enjoyed my ride here its been a great eight years, I can’t believe how fast the eight years have gone by…its goes by so quickly and it seems like you’re here and poof you’re gone.”

During his time in the House, Day has focused on veterans issues.

It isn’t uncommon to see a bill dealing with veterans issues to have his name attached to it.


“Whenever I first came up here, I served on the board of directors for Farm Bureau for thirteen years and I thought I would be an ag representative…it just seemed a natural flow to go into veterans with Ford Leonard Wood in my district.

And we have a lot of great ag folks here, they don’t need my help.”

As both members look towards life outside of the Missouri House, they both offered some words of wisdom to incoming lawmakers.

“Down here we get twisted and turned and pressured to vote certain ways and do certain ways, remember the people that you represent and that’s what I always tried to remember.


I’ve thought many times, not one person in this capitol has voted for me in most of my elections.”

“Whenever you walk in the door you have nothing but your word and if you ever lose that in this building you are pretty much toast.”


However current lawmakers aren’t done yet, members of the Missouri House and Senate will return to the State Capitol on September twelfth for the annual veto session…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
