MO House Passes Workers Compensation Fix

Intro:
Members of the Missouri House put their stamp of approval on a proposal changing the state’s workers compensation system.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how the fix brought out strong emotions from both sides of the aisle.
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The Missouri House passed a broad proposal changing the state’s workers compensation system and addressing the state’s insolvent second injury fund.


Senate Bill one aims to fix Missouri’s broken second injury fund by moving several of the qualifying cases to workers compensation.

The Senate proposal raises the workers compensation surcharge companies pay to help settle the fund’s current case load.


The bill also addresses several issues dealing with occupational diseases and the state’s workers comp laws.
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(R) Poplar Bluff


“Occupational disease has been covered in workers comp without any enhancement for eighty years; it was only until the two thousand five tort reform and a subsequent court case that this changed.


So… this is not a major change to work comp it has been the long standing policy in Missouri like every other state that has a strong work comp law to cover occupational disease under work comp.”


Currently individuals who suffer from occupational diseases can seek additional benefits through civil court, but this proposal moves all occupational disease cases under the state’s workers compensation laws.


The proposal also caps the amount of damages someone can receive who suffers from an occupational disease.
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“I am tired of sitting here while people tell me corporate profits are more important than a human life, that we can put a dollar figure on a human life…that three hundred thousand dollars should make up for the fact that my grand father is dead after he worked forty years and he was slowly poisoned for corporate profits.” 

Following emotional debate from both sides of the aisle, lawmakers approved the proposal with more than one hundred five yes votes.


The bill now returns to the Senate with the changes made by the House for consideration.


“The differences are mostly on the occupational disease fix that difference is really related to who is going to pay the enhancement.

The House has taken a strong position today to stand up for main street businesses, many small businesses across this state are the back bone of our economy and we think it is the right way to do the enhancement.”

Lawmakers have until May seventeenth to come up with an agreement before the two thousand thirteen legislative session comes to a close…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz
