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The Missouri House gave its final stamp of approval the state’s two thousand thirteen budget. Lawmakers finally approved the twenty-four billion dollar after an intense week of negotiations with the Missouri Senate…Jonathan Lorenz reports back from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House put its final stamp of approval on the state’s twenty-four billion dollar budget.


Following a week of intense negotiations with the Missouri Senate, lawmakers on both sides of the building were finally able to come to an agreement regarding the state’s two thousand thirteen operating budget.


The final budget includes an additional five million dollars for the education foundation formula and it reverses the Governor’s proposed one hundred million dollar cut to Missouri’s colleges and universities.

It also includes funding for the hotly debated blind health care program and the budget provides a two percent raise for state employees making less than seventy thousand dollars per year.


Overall, the Speaker is pleased with the final product.

Super:
Speaker Steve Tilley



(R) Perryville


“I think if you look at the vote totals it had overwhelmingly bipartisan support that invested in our priorities, it balanced the state budget that held the line on taxes I think it… by anybodies measurement was one of the most successful weeks we’ve had in the House over several, several years.”

Lawmakers estimate the state will have between seven and eight million dollars left over in fiscal year two thousand thirteen.


The budget also aims to fully fund the state’s veterans’ homes following a legislative agreement passed by both chambers.

On the other side of the aisle, one lawmaker states the budget gets the job done but could have done more.

Super:
Rep. Sara Lampe



(D) Springfield


“You can play a really good game and still lose the game and… but it was a really good game, we played fair, we played well…are there things in there that I would like to see differently?

Absolutely.” 

The chief complaint from the minority wasn’t the budget itself but the need to address the lack of revenue.


Overall several budget items stick out to the budget chair regarding the two thousand thirteen budget.

Super:
Ryan Silvey



(R) Kansas City


“The way that we were able to restore funding to higher education I think certainly is a victory, we were able to maintain the additional five million dollars for elementary and secondary education is certainly a victory there is some other things you know the pay raise I think has been very important to a lot of state workers across the state.”

The budget now heads to Governor Nixon for his approval, the two thousand twelve legislative session ends Friday May eighteenth at six pm…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

