MO House Approves Castle Doctrine Expansion Legislation
Intro:	The Missouri House of Representatives put its stamp of approval on legislation aiming to expand the state’s castle doctrine. Jonathan Lorenz reports from Jefferson City on how supporters hope to provide families another level of protection when they experience a threatening situation.
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	Lawmakers sent legislation to the Missouri Senate aiming to provide Missourians with another level of protection.
	House Bill One Twenty-Two expands the state’s castle doctrine by giving a property owner the ability to give someone occupying the property the right to use deadly force if they feel threatened. 
	
	Super:	Rep. Joe Don McGaugh
		(R) Carrollton

	“What this bill does is a commonsense expansion to say if I am not the owner of that property but I have been given the authority of that property owner to protect my family and my property that they can act in the same manner of what the public policy of the state of Missouri is now.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]	The legislation also gives several local officials including prosecuting attorneys and judges the ability to carry firearms in public buildings as long as they have fulfilled the concealed weapon requirements. 
	However not everyone supports the expansion, several lawmakers feel the expansion is unnecessary.

	Super:	Rep. Stacey Newman
		(D) St. Louis

	“You and I live in the parts of the state that actually have the high crime, the high crime gun violence even and yet we don’t have our constituents begging us to have more people ready to shoot to kill.”

	Lawmakers passed the proposal by a one hundred twelve to thirty-four vote and sent it to the Missouri Senate for consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
