Mo House Approves Tanning Bed Legislation

Intro:
The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on legislation aiming to crack down on the usage of tanning salons by minors.  Supporters claim it’s about protecting Missouri’s future while opponents claim it’s an attack on small businesses, Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House sent legislation to the Senate aiming to educate parents about the dangers of tanning beds.

House Bill fourteen seventy-five requires teenagers under the age of seventeen to have parental consent before using a tanning salon.

Under the proposal, parents must provide their consent in person at the facility.


The sponsor of the proposal claims his bill is all about education.
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“We restrict individuals in that age group when it comes to liquor, cigarettes and even R rated movies, the only thing our purpose is today is to educate parents to help provide the proper guidance for their children.”

Under the legislation, tanning salons found guilty of allowing anyone under seventeen without a parent’s consent will be subject to a one thousand dollar fine for each violation. 

However opponents claim the bill unfairly targets small businesses.
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“However this bill isn’t about tanning salons, but whether or not you believe in placing more cumbersome and burdensome regulations on small businesses.”

Lawmakers approved the proposal with more than ninety yes votes…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

