MO House Approves Student Travel Hardship

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives approved a proposal giving students the opportunity to attend a different school district if certain criteria are met.  The legislation aims to help students attend schools located closer to home that are located outside of the district they attend…Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to help students affected by long travel times.


House Bill seventeen eighty-nine allows students to apply for a hardship to switch school districts if certain criteria are met.


The bill aims to help students who are placed in a school district where they are forced to attend a school located farther away than a school in an adjacent district.


Super:
Rep. Rodney Schad 
(R) Versailles
“This bill merely by making five conditions allows some children to attend a school district that is much closer to them, a school building that is much closer to them than where there required to attend now.”
However opponents fear the proposal creates an incentive for school districts to build buildings near district lines in order to poach students from neighboring districts.

Super:
Rep. Joe Aull


(D) Marshall

“But I could see a school building a school building on the border of their district and saying we’ve got a lot of kids in the district next to where this school building is…say the district is in district A where the building is built  now a lot of kids in district B that live a long way away from their school now there closer to the new school we built so they can come to school across district lines into our district.”
With school budgets stretched to the breaking point opponents also claimed the legislation was an opportunity for school districts to pad its budgets by adding students through the proposal…but supporters claim the legislation is all about the students.
Super:
Rep. Jason Smith


(R) Salem
“Its not about the money to your district its about serving the kids and no kid needs to be on a school bus for two and a half hours when a local school district is more than half the miles closer.”
Lawmakers narrowly approved the bill with only eighty-five yes votes.

The legislation now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting for the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
