MO House Approves Drone Ban

Intro:
The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on a proposal aiming to protect the privacy of the state’s number one industry.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to curb unwanted surveillance.
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The Missouri House narrowly approved a proposal aiming to protect farmers from unwanted surveillance.


House Bill forty-six creates the Preserving Freedom from Unwarranted Surveillance Act.


The proposal makes it illegal for any person, entity or state agency from using any type of manned aircraft, drone or unmanned aircraft to gather information over someone’s private property.

The legislation stems from an incident on the Missouri Iowa border where farmers reported surveillance aircraft spying on their farms.


As drone technology continues to grow and evolve supporters fear these machines may have a drastic effect on one’s privacy.
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“I think they simply take away peoples expectation of privacy, whether you are an agricultural operation, whether you want to sun bathe nude in your back yard as the gentlemen from Pettis talked about…people have a reasonable expectation of privacy and drones take that away.”

The legislation also keeps news gathering organizations from using drone technology without prior consent.

House Bill forty-six does allow law enforcement to use manned aircraft and drones without a warrant if reasonable suspicion exists.


However opponents claim the legislation goes too far and could potentially harm law enforcement efforts.
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“It goes way too far, it disables law enforcement’s ability to keep us safe.


It is well intended it has the interest of protecting the rights of good law abiding citizens from unreasonable intrusions but it has gone far afield of that gentlemen.”

Lawmakers passed the anti-drone proposal with only eighty-seven votes.


It now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
