Week in Review 4-27-12

Intro:
Investment protections and the state’s two thousand thirteen operating budget dominated headlines in the state capitol as the Missouri House continues to work towards the end of the legislative session.  Jonathan Lorenz takes a look at several hot button issues moving through the legislative process.

Type:

PKG

TRT:



Locator:
Missouri House of Representatives



Jefferson City

((Nats))


The Missouri House wrapped up another busy week as less than three weeks remain on the legislative calendar.


Lawmakers approved legislation aiming to protect cities from economic development failures.


House Bill eighteen sixty-five places several financial restrictions on start-up companies aiming to get up front incentives from the state.

The proposal stems from the failed Mamtek plant in Moberly.


The sponsor of the proposal claims his legislation could have prevented the Mamtek failure.
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Rep. Jay Barnes



(R) Jefferson City


“What we had in this case was a company that if a little bit of a back ground check had been done, the state would have seen that this was a company this couldn’t deliver on its promises and Moberly wouldn’t have done that road.”

Under the legislation, the Department of Economic Development is also required to share all information it has regarding the start-up company with the city trying to attract the business.


Lawmakers approved to proposal with ninety-five yes votes and sent it to the Senate for consideration.

((Nats))


The Missouri House sent legislation to the Senate establishing the Whistleblower Protection Act.

The proposal establishes guidelines for dealing with employers who fire or penalize employees who speak out against illegal activities in the workplace.

Lawmakers narrowly approved the legislation with only eighty-six yes votes.

((Nats))


Rounding out the week, the Missouri House is preparing to work with its counterparts on the other side of the building in order to pass the state’s operating budget before the May eleventh constitutional deadline.


The Missouri Senate approved its version of the state’s budget but not before making changes to the House’s recommendations.


The Senate restored the blind health care cuts but according to the House budget chair it did more harm than good.
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“Its funny because that’s the one thing that put the budget out of balance…so in so far as that we don’t have a balanced budget no its not sustainable.

It’s been our argument all along that it’s not sustainable so it’s ironic that that issue which has become such a focal point is what put the budget out of balance.”

Lawmakers hope to go to conference starting next week with hopes of coming to a compromise regarding the state’s twenty-four billion dollar operating budget…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
