MO House Approves Criminal Code Legislation

Intro
The Missouri House of Representatives put its final stamp of approval on a proposal re-writing the state’s criminal code. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how the six hundred page bill aims to streamline the state’s laws and statues.
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The Missouri House put its final stamp of approval on a proposal re-writing the state’s criminal code.


Senate Bill Four Ninety-One reorganizes the state’s criminal justice system by creating new classes of felonies and misdemeanors intended to make the state’s criminal code easier to understand.

The six hundred page bill cracks down on repeat drunk driving offenses and increases penalties for child sex offenders.


It also presents a new avenue to punish first time drug offenders caught with small amounts of marijuana. 
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“The defense bar throughout the state of Missouri is heavily in favor of this bill because it gives a young people with marijuana, small marijuana chances a chance to have a conviction that is not jail related.”

However not everyone supports the bill because some believe the bill doesn’t do enough, one opponent argues to proposal doesn’t offer any avenues for second chances.
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“You cannot talk about overhauling the criminal code without basically looking at the nonviolent issues and felonies that most people get, people need a second chance at life and how can you overhaul the criminal code without talking about the expungement laws? 

The proposal contains more than six hundred pages of changes to the state’s criminal code and doesn’t go into effect until January first of two thousand seventeen.
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“Most importantly, the effective date of this bill is the same as thirteen seventy-one that we sent out… January one of two thousand seventeen, this allows two legislative sessions to do the clean up that will be necessary.”

Lawmakers approved the legislation by a one hundred forty to fifteen vote, following approval from the Missouri Senate it not sits on the Governor’s desk for his consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
