Lawmakers Send 2016 Budget to Governor
Intro:	Lawmakers put their stamp of approval on a twenty-six billion dollar spending plan for the state in two thousand sixteen. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on the details surrounding state’s operating budget for the upcoming fiscal year.
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	The Missouri House of Representatives truly agreed and finally passed the state’s operating budget for fiscal year two thousand sixteen.
	Thirteen appropriation bills make up the state’s twenty-six billion dollar spending plan for the upcoming fiscal year.
	K through twelve education received more than eighty million dollars in new spending for two thousand sixteen.

	Super:	Rep. Genise Montecillo
		(D) St. Louis

	“Very pleased that we were able to add some significant dollars to the foundation formula, again we’re not in position where we can fully fund that but I think that we came back and added thirty million over the Governor’s recommendation to go to that formula and I think it’s good for kids.”

	Higher education received a twelve million dollar funding increase over last year’s allocation.
	However not everyone agreed with the education increases, some feel the state should be doing more.

	Super:	Rep. Margo McNeil
		(D) Florissant

	“We are going in the wrong direction, we need to be doing more, we need to wake up to the global competition that this state and this nation is facing and for that reason I am not going to support this budget.”

	Lawmakers from both chambers came to a compromise regarding how to fund the state’s social service programs.
	Originally, the two chambers where far apart on how to allocate funds for the Departments of Health, Mental Health and Social Services.

	Super:	Rep. Scott Fitzpatrick
		(R) Shell Knob

	“We restored everything back to its original line just like it showed up in the House budget and actually in mental health we pretty much restored everything the Senate total between House Bills Ten and Eleven cut a hundred forty million dollars and all in all we restored hundred million of that in conference committee.”

	Lawmakers passed all thirteen appropriation bills before the constitution’s deadline of May eighth.
	While the rush created a busy week for lawmakers, the Speaker claims there is a reason behind the rush.
	
	Super:	Speaker John Diehl
		(R) Town and Country

	“So by getting that budget done early and to the Governor’s desk this week we’ll be able to consider any vetoes before we leave here in the middle of May.”
	
	All thirteen budget bills now head to the Governor for his consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
