Missouri House of Representatives Week in Review 4-20-12

Intro:
The Missouri House tackled several hot button issues as lawmakers work towards the end of the two thousand twelve legislative session. Lawmakers worked on issues affecting the state’s number one industry and more as Jonathan Lorenz takes a look at the past week in the Missouri House.
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((Nats))


The Missouri House wrapped up another week as lawmakers continue to push towards the end of the two thousand twelve legislative session.


Lawmakers approved a resolution aiming to provide more money for veterans programs.


House Joint Resolution eighty-five proposes a constitutional amendment requiring the State Lottery Commission to develop an electronic pull tab game with proceeds benefitting veterans programs in the state.


While several lawmakers voiced concerns the proposal could take gaming revenue away from education, the sponsor claims that isn’t the case with her resolution.


Super:
Rep. Sheila Solon



(R) Blue Springs


“The current proceeds to the Department of Elementary and Secondary education will remain unchanged and there will be no impact to the Department of Elementary and Secondary education so there should be no impact at all since it is a totally new game and it’s an electronic game.” 

Lawmakers approved the proposal with little opposition.


If approved by the General Assembly, the resolution must be approved by the voters before becoming law.

((Nats))


The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on legislation aiming to create a cargo hub in St. Louis.

House Bill fourteen seventy-six authorizes up to sixty million dollars in tax credits for companies bringing freight through the Lambert-St. Louis International Airport.


Lawmakers approved the bill with more than ninety-five yes votes; it now heads to the Senate for consideration.

((Nats))


Rounding out the week, lawmakers approved a proposal aiming to protect the state’s number one industry.


House Bill eighteen sixty cracks down on animal activists who use deception in order to gain entry into Missouri farms.

The bill creates the crime of agricultural production facility interference.


This offense occurs when an individual enters private property to record the actions of an agricultural operation without the owners consent for propaganda purposes.


Super:
Rep. Casey Guernsey



(R) Bethany


“We want to ensure that that is a criminal activity, agriculture needs this protection simply because it’s the one that’s under assault and it’s the one that is going to continue to be under assault.”

However opponents don’t agree, they feel the bill goes too far.

Super:
Rep. Tracy McCreery



(I) St. Louis


“I think that by not allowing light to be shown or for people to see what happens on some of these farms that it could lead to food borne illnesses and other things that could negatively affect consumers of our agricultural products in this state.”


The Missouri House approved the bill with more than one hundred five yes votes, the legislation now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
