MO House Approves Transportation Tax

Intro:  The Missouri House of Representatives approved a proposed ballot initiative to help fund the state’s transportation needs.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on why supporters feel the tax increase is vital to help improve the state’s infrastructure.
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The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on a proposal aiming to increase transportation funding in the state.


House Joint Resolution Sixty-Eight raises the state’s sales tax by one cent.

The penny increase could generate more than eight hundred million dollars in new spending for the state’s roads and bridges.
Super:
Rep. Dave Hinson


(R) St. Clair


“Send it to the vote of the people; let them decide…overwhelmingly support for this issue because the people all across the state realize we have a transportation infrastructure need no matter if you think it’s for roads, bridges or any other type of multi-modal transportation.” 



The money generated from the increase would go directly towards transportation needs and not be subject to the legislative process.

The tax proposal includes a ten year sunset provision requiring voters to renew the one cent increase every ten years.

However not everyone supports the funding increase, some feel the state needs to re-evaluate its priorities before asking for a tax increase.

Super:
Rep. Rick Brattin



(R) Harrisonville


“We need to prioritize the money that we already have and utilize the money for what our true government roles are versus trying to ask for more money and still invest money into programs that are not as necessary.”

Lawmakers approved the resolution with more than ninety-five yes votes and sent it to the Senate for discussion.


If the Missouri Senate also passes the resolution, it still must be approved by the voters before becoming law…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

