MO House Passes Medical Malpractice Caps

Intro:	Lawmakers put their stamp of approval on legislation intended to protect the state’s doctors from excessive lawsuits. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how supporters hope to keep doctors from leaving the state.
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	The Missouri House of Representatives approved a proposal aiming to protect the state’s doctors from excessive lawsuits.
	House Bill One Eighteen caps the amount of money an individual can receive from a medical malpractice lawsuit.
	The legislation caps the noneconomic damages an individual can receive at three hundred fifty thousand dollars.
	Without this legislation, supports fear the current legal climate could drive doctors away from the state.

	Super:	Rep. Keith Frederick
		(R) Rolla

	“Without these caps we have an environment that tells our medical community you really aren’t showing good sense being on this side of the state line, you should be on the other side of the state line where your total financial picture isn’t completely at risk every day.”

	The legislation does not cap the economic damages such as lost wages or medical bills available in a medical malpractice lawsuit.
	However opponents view the legislation as an attempt to rubber stamp the grand jury process. 

	Super:	Rep. Stephen Webber
		(D) Columbia

	“It’s ludicrous to think that this body today on this day, in this chamber can get into every single malpractice case that will ever be filed in the state of Missouri and say you know what people of Missouri this body thinks it knows better than you do what that case was worth.”

	Lawmakers third read and passed the legislation with more than one hundred yes votes.
	The proposal now heads to the Missouri Senate for consideration… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
