Conscience Rights of Medical Providers

Intro:
The Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to protect the rights of medical professionals.  Supporters claim the legislation gives medical workers the right to not to participate in a medical service on the basis of religious or moral principles, Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to protect medical providers who refuse to participate in a medical service on the basis of religious or moral principles.

The legislation states the medical professional or health care institution can not be held liable for declining to participate or provide any medical procedure that violates their beliefs.

The sponsor of the bill claims his legislation protects the rights of medical workers.
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“When people are faced with situations that fly in the face of their religious beliefs or convictions that they feel is doing harm, I think they should have protections to invoke their conscious rights which has a long history in this country and that they should be allowed to stand up and say you know I would rather not participate in that activity you will have to find someone else.”

The legislation does contain language requiring health care providers to provide lifesaving treatment even if the procedure contradicts their principles.


However several opponents stated the legislation had nothing to do with rights but had everything to do with women’s health care.
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“This is truly an assault on women, it shows you what the contempt is for women and women’s health care.

All you young folks men and women pay attention to this, you’re growing up in an age where you are used to being able to get good medical care and good access to medical care this tries to take it away.”
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“I think its better service to these women who need these procedures to have a cast of characters sort of to speak, a group of medical professionals working together that are working harmoniously and no one among them is distraught because they are being forced to work in a situation that they object to.”

Despite heated debate… lawmakers approved the proposal with more than one hundred ten yes votes.


The legislation now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
