MO House Approves Red Light Camera Restrictions

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives sent legislation to the Missouri Senate intended to regulate red light traffic cameras across the state.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to reign in the abuse and misuse of red light traffic cameras across the state.
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On the last day before the start of the legislative spring break, the Missouri House sent legislation to the Missouri Senate aiming to regulate the use of red light traffic cameras across the state.


House Bill fifteen fifty-seven clarifies several of the penalty provisions associated with red light cameras.

Under the proposal, any person convicted of a traffic offense by a red light camera will not have any points assessed to their driving record.

The legislation also requires communities to notify drivers when red light cameras are being used to enforce traffic laws.
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“We currently allow red light cameras at this current minute if nothing happens with this bill red light cameras are still going to be legal as they are right now, what this bill does is it restricts red light cameras and tries to solve some of the problems that is going on with them.”

According to the legislation, any city planning on using a red light traffic camera or a speed camera must receive approval from the Department of Transportation.


The proposal also caps the ticket amount of a red light camera offense to one hundred thirty-five dollars. 

However opponents believe these red light cameras have little to do with enforcing traffic laws.
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“It is money to cities, it’s the ordinances, it’s the fines that they collect that they get to keep, it is all about that.

Lawmakers narrowly passed the proposal by an eighty-four to sixty-three vote, it now heads to the Senate for consideration...reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
