MO House Approves Agriculture Legislation

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives approved a proposal aiming to help the state’s top cash crop.  Supporters claim the bill will help almost all aspects of the state’s agricultural industry…Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to help out the state’s number one industry.

House Bill twelve twelve allows any vehicle hauling ag products, livestock or milk, weighing up to eighty-five thousand five hundred pounds, the ability to travel on any Missouri highway.


Currently, trucks hauling ag goods can only go up to the weight limit on four Missouri highways.

The sponsor claims his proposal gives Missouri farmers the same opportunities as their neighboring farmers.

Super:
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(R) Salem


“Currently in Missouri law there is four highways in the state of Missouri where people can haul livestock and agriculture products at eighty-five five.


It just makes sense that if it’s good in four roads in northwest Missouri, its good in the other roads in southeast, southwest and northeast.”

The legislation does not apply to interstates.

Opponents claim the legislation is a power play by the ag and trucking industry.
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“The trucking industry and the big, huge CAFOs are asking my constituents to have worse roads so they can haul cheaper.


That is rent seeking if you do not like socialist government than you should not vote for this amendment.”


Despite claims the proposal will have a negative effect on the state’s infrastructure, Smith claims the bill is about putting Missouri farmers on an equal playing field.


“This bill will allows us to have a strong, competitive advantage with our neighboring states where the weight limitations are at eighty-five five or higher.”

The Missouri House approved the ag bill with more than one hundred ten yes votes.


The bill now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
