Missouri House of Representatives Week in Review 2-6-2015
Intro:	Lawmakers finished the first week of February as legislation begins to make its way through committee hearings and onto the House floor.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on the past week in the Missouri House of Representatives.
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((NATS))

	Members of the Missouri House of Representatives wrapped up the first week of February as legislation continues to move through the lawmaking process.
	The week started off in the House Committee on Government Oversight and Accountability as lawmakers discussed seven bills dealing with the interactions of lobbyists and lawmakers.
	The bills covered a wide array of topics including legislation limiting gifts from lobbyists and a proposal barring lawmakers from serving as paid political consultants for other lawmakers.
	Following the hearing, the committee did not take any further action on any of the proposals.

((NATS))

	Lawmakers put their stamp of approval on a proposal aiming to change the state’s unemployment laws.
	House Bill One Fifty ties the eligible amount of unemployment benefits to the rate of unemployment.

	Super:	Rep. Jay Barnes
		(R) Jefferson City

	“When the economy is doing better it is easier to find employment, when the economy is poor it is more difficult.
	IT makes sense then to tie the length of these benefits to how hard, how difficult it is… to how hard or how easy it might be to find a job based on the actual economy.”

	Currently eligible Missourians can receive up to twenty weeks of benefits.
	Under the proposal, the new sliding scale starts at twenty weeks and decreases all the way to thirteen weeks if unemployment falls below six percent.

	Super:	Rep. Jon Carpenter
		(D) Gladstone
	“This is not a small fix, this is not a small balancing act, this takes us down to thirteen weeks which is an almost forty percent cut from the status quo… we go from twenty to thirteen.”

	Following debate, lawmakers approved the proposal with more than one hundred ten votes… it now heads to the Missouri Senate for consideration.

((NATS))

	Rounding out the week, the Missouri House Committee on Health Insurance discussed a proposal aiming to help track drug use across the state.
	House Bill One Thirty establishes the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program Act.
	The legislation requires the Department of Health and Senior Services to create a program to monitor the prescribing of all schedule two through schedule four controlled substances.
	
	Super:	Rep. Holly Rehder
		(R) Sikeston

	“Missouri is the only state without some form of a PDMP, a prescription drug monitoring program.
	More Americans abuse prescription drugs than cocaine, hallucinogens, heroin and inhalants combined… this is a national epidemic.”

	Similar legislation made its way through the Missouri House last year but did not make it through the Missouri Senate.
	Following the hearing no further action was taken on the proposal…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
	

