 MO House Committee Discusses Paycheck Protection Bill

Intro:
A Missouri House committee discussed a proposal aiming to change the way public union members pay their dues.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers are taking another attempt at passing legislation affecting the relationship between state employees and unions.
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The Missouri House Committee on Workforce Development and Workplace Safety discussed a proposal affecting the way unions collect its dues from state employees.

House Bill Sixteen Seventeen requires unions to receive written authorization from its members before automatically deducting union dues from their paychecks.


Referred to as paycheck protection, the legislation requires the authorization to occur once every twelve months.
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Rep. Holly Rehder



(R) Sikeston

“It is very much the intent of last year’s bill Senate Bill twenty-nine and that passed both houses overwhelmingly and went to the governor’s desk and was vetoed.”

Like last year’s legislation the proposal does not affect first responders such as police officers or firefighters. 

Opponents argue the proposal places a burdensome regulation on the backs of public workers.


Super:
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(D) Columbia


“I can take a thirty year mortgage on a house but if I say that I want my money to go for the next thirteen months you’re going to make that illegal and that’s taking away a freedom and that’s government regulation and I don’t understand why you as the chamber of commerce are supporting intrusive government regulation and I don’t understand why a freedom loving representative would try to restrict the right of a private citizen to contract with a private organization.”

If the General Assembly approves the legislation, the proposal must go before the voters before becoming law.
Following the hearing no further action was taken on the proposal….reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

