English Only Driver’s License Tests

Intro:
The Missouri House approved a proposal requiring driver’s license tests to only be given in English.  The controversial legislation brought out emotions on both sides of the aisle, Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House approved legislation requiring all Missouri driver’s license tests to only be administered in English.


In two thousand eight, voters approved a constitutional amendment making English the official language of Missouri.

Supporters claim this legislation is common sense.
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“English being the official language of our state, I think it is nothing more than common practice to ask people to learn it, to understand it in order to obtain a driver’s license.”

Currently the state offers the test in twelve languages including English.


The state began offering the test in other languages in nineteen sixty-two.


Opponents argue the legislation will affect more than just one’s ability to drive; they fear it may impact someone’s most fundamental right.
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“I am concerned that this bill will make it harder for people who do not speak English to get a driver’s license which in turn, that’s a state issued photo id, will make it harder for them to vote…the single most accessible that issued photo id is the driver’s license.”

Lawmakers approved the legislation with more than ninety votes, the proposal now heads to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
