MO House Approves Photo ID Requirement
Intro:	The Missouri House of Representatives put its stamp of approval on a proposal requiring a photo ID at the ballot box. Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to strengthen the integrity of the state’s elections.
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	The Missouri House approved legislation aiming to protect the state’s election process.
	House Bill Thirty and House Joint Resolution One require Missourians to show a photo ID at the ballot box before participating in any public election.
	
	Super:	Speaker John Diehl
		(R) Town and Country

	“It’s time that we as a state and we as a body start paying more respect to the rights of those who follow the law, who do things the right way and enforce the law than we do trying to cover and protect those who cheat.”
	
	The photo ID proposal is made up of two parts, the enacting legislation and a proposed constitutional amendment.
	However opponents don’t view it as protecting the ballot box, they view it as an attack on a fundamental right.

	Super:	Rep. Stacey Newman
		(D) St. Louis

	“Changing the rules to require a photo ID, knowing that over two hundred thirty thousand long time Missouri voters won’t be able to comply is neither moral or ethical it’s suppression.” 

	If an eligible Missouri voter does not have a photo ID, the legislation requires the state to provide them one free of charge.
	
	Super:	Rep. Shamed Dogan
		(R) Ballwin
	“It provides for access to the poorest among us to the people who were mentioned early who do not have bank accounts, who do not currently have a driver’s license or a state issued ID… we are providing those state IDs to hundreds and hundreds of thousands of Missourians for free.”

	Lawmakers approved both pieces of legislation with one hundred eighteen yes votes and sent both to the Missouri Senate for consideration. I  
	If the General Assembly approves House Bill Thirty, the voters must also approve the constitutional change before the photo ID requirement becomes law… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
