Week in Review 2-15-13
Intro:
The Missouri House tackled a wide array of issues during the past week in the General Assembly.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the state capitol on how lawmakers addressed several issues affecting Missourians most basic rights.
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((Nats))

The Missouri House tackled issues affecting the state’s number one industry, Missouri schools and more during the past week in the Missouri House.

((Nats))


The Missouri House Committee on Agriculture Policy approved a proposed change to the state’s constitution affirming one’s right to farm.


If approved by the state’s voters the proposed constitutional amendment would add language to the state’s constitution protecting the rights of farmers and ranchers to engage in modern farming and ranching practices to the state’s constitution.


Supporters of the proposed amendment claim the state must do everything it can to protect this vital piece of its economy.


Super:
Rep. Bill Reiboldt



(R) Neosho


“Agriculture in the state of Missouri is the number one industry, it provides food, energy, security…it is the foundation and the stabilizing force of Missouri’s economy.”

The committee approved the proposed change to the state’s constitution without any opposition.


The amendment must receive one more round of approval from the House Rules Committee before heading to the House floor for consideration.

((NATS))


The Missouri House approved a proposal aiming to protect our state’s schools.


House Bill two fifty-six renews an exemption in the state’s sunshine law keeping the security plans and evacuation policies of our state’s schools exempt from public record.

Lawmakers overwhelming approved the measure by a vote of one hundred forty-eight to three; the proposal now heads to the Senate for consideration.

((NATS))


The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on a proposal requiring voters to show a photo ID at the ballot box.

The proposal contains two parts, a House Bill which provides the language necessary for the ID requirement and a constitutional amendment which would allow voters the opportunity to change the state’s constitution to make the ID requirement legal.

The House’s top official claims the proposal is all about protecting the integrity of the ballot box.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“It protects the integrity of the voting process which we should very much be wanting to do all the time…there is plenty of provisions in the bill that provide access to those who need it to have an ID.”

Under the proposal, individuals who do not have an ID will be able to receive one for no cost.


However not everyone agrees with the proposal, one democrat claims the proposal unfairly targets a certain segment of society.


Super:
Rep. Chris Kelly



(D) Columbia


“But in my opinion the effect of the legislation is undeniably to make it more difficult for poorer, African American women to go in and vote.” 

Lawmakers approved both proposals with more than one hundred five yes votes; the proposals now head to the Senate for consideration.

((NATS))


Rounding out the week… the House Budget Committee began the process of creating the state’s two thousand fourteen operating budget.

According to the budget chair, not everything the Governor wanted will be in the House’s proposed budget.


Super:
Rep. Rick Stream



(R) Kirkwood


“They will not include the Medicaid expansion money that the Governor included in his budget but they will include the other three legislative initiatives that he had in his budget: the tax amnesty, the circuit breaker tax credit on renters and the streamline online sales tax.”


Lawmakers must have the budget on the Governor’s desk by Friday, May tenth at six pm… reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
