Voter ID
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The Missouri House passed legislation prompting stark emotion from both Republicans and Democrats during debate.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how a change at the ballot box brought out emotions from both sides of the aisle.
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The Missouri House put its stamp of approval on a proposal changing the way Missourian’s vote at the ballot box.


The proposal requires Missourians to show a photo ID at their polling place before being allowed to cast their vote.


Supporters of the ID requirement claim the proposal is all about making sure every vote counts.
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(R) Liberty


“We are just trying to let the electorate know, we are trying to do what we can to make sure that things are transparent, making sure they are legitimate and making sure every vote counts.”

Under the proposal individuals who do not have a photo ID will be able to receive one for no cost.


The proposal contains two parts, a House Bill which provides the language necessary for the ID requirement and a constitutional amendment which would allow voters the opportunity to change the state’s constitution to make the ID requirement legal.


However not everyone agrees with the ID requirement, one mid Missouri democrat claims the requirement plays politics with the ballot box.
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(D) Columbia


“But in my opinion the effect of the legislation is undeniably to make it more difficult for poorer, African American women to go in and vote.”  
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(R) Parkville


“My support of this bill has nothing to do with racism…it has everything to do with having such a deep and profound respect of the rule by the people.”


Lawmakers approved the proposed constitutional amendment and the enabling legislation with more than one hundred five yes votes, both proposals now head to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
