Right to Farm
Intro:
A Missouri House committee put its stamp of approval on a proposal aiming to protect the state’s number one industry.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how the committee hopes to make farming a state right.
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The Missouri House Committee on Agriculture Policy discussed a proposed change to the state’s constitution affirming one’s right to farm.

If approved by the state’s voters, the proposed constitutional amendment would add language protecting the rights of farmers and ranchers to engage in modern farming and ranching practices to the state’s constitution.

The sponsor of the proposed amendment claims his proposal is all about providing certainty for farmers.
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“The state of Missouri, agriculture is the state’s number one industry and we need to make sure that people are willing and able to invest in our state with complete certainty that the laws in Missouri is not going to over regulate them and push them out of our state.”

And those on the other side of the aisle agree…this resolution isn’t just about farming it is also about protecting the state’s food source.
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“Even with our food pantries there is very few people compared to third world countries that can’t go somewhere and get food whether they can pay for it or go to a food pantry whatever but we have to protect agriculture… that has to be one of our greatest goals up here serving our people.”


The committee approved the proposed constitutional amendment without any opposition, it now heads to the House Rules Committee before heading to the floor for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz. 


