MO House Committee Approves Photo ID Legislation

Intro:
A Missouri House committee put its stamp of approval on legislation requiring a photo ID in order to participate in elections.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how supporters hope to protect the integrity of the ballot box while opponents believe it will leave some voters out in the cold.
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The Missouri House Committee on Elections approved legislation aiming to protect the integrity of the ballot box.


House Bill ten seventy-three requires individuals to show a photo ID to prove their identity before being allowed to participate in any public election.


Super:
Rep. Tony Dugger

(R) Hartville

“I am not going to cite any cases of impersonation in the state of Missouri, I am telling you the opportunity exists that it could happen and so today that is why I am presenting you with this photo ID bill.
If an eligible Missouri voter does not have a photo ID, the proposal requires the state to provide them one free of charge.

The proposal is made up of two parts, the enacting legislation and a proposed constitutional amendment.

However not everyone supports the photo ID requirement, several lawmakers claim the bill pushes eligible voters away from the ballot box.

Super:
Rep. Stacey Newman

(D) St. Louis

“Right now it’s about two hundred thousand people of current long time eligible voters in this state who have done nothing wrong they have been voting just fine and they will have a question mark if they will be able to continue to vote with this proposal.”
If approved by the General Assembly, the voters must approve the constitutional change before the photo ID requirement becomes law.
The Elections committee approved both proposals by an eight to four vote.
Both proposals must receive one more round of approval from the House Rules Committee before heading to the House floor for consideration…. Reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
