Week in Review 1-31-14

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives sent its first piece of legislation to the Missouri Senate and spent a majority of the past week hearing a wide array of legislative proposals.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on the past week in the Missouri House of Representatives.
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Lawmakers saw their first floor action of the two thousand fourteen legislative session.


The Missouri House put its first stamp of approval on legislation aiming to help active military members and individuals with disabilities run for public office.


House Bill eleven twenty-five allows active military members and individuals with disabilities to designate a representative to help them in the filing process.


Currently several steps in the filing process require candidates to appear in person in order to be on the ballot.


Lawmakers approved the proposal with out any opposition.

((NATS))


The Missouri House Committee on Health Care Policy discussed a proposal aiming to protect certain rights of medical workers.


House Bill fourteen thirty protects medical professionals who refuse to participate in any medical procedure which violates their religious or moral principles.


Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“This is intended to provide a shield not a sword for the worker to protect them in their strongly held conscious beliefs or religious beliefs they hold sacred.”

The proposal does include language requiring medical workers to provide life saving treatment during an emergency situation regardless if it violates their principles.

Following the hearing no further action was taken on the legislation.

((NATS))


The House Elementary and Secondary Education committee discussed a proposal aiming to protect the religious rights of students and parents

House Bill thirteen-o-three establishes the Student Religious Liberties Act.


The proposal prohibits a school district from discriminating against any student or parent on the basis of religious viewpoint or expression.


It also states students may express their unique religious viewpoints through their class work and must only be judged on the basis of ordinary academic standards.


Following the hearing the committee did not take any further action on the bill.

((NATS))


Rounding out the week, the House Committee on Economic Development started talks on this year’s economic development bill.

Based off of last year’s proposal, House Bill fourteen ninety-eight creates several new programs to help grow the state’s economy and includes language intended to reign in several of the state’s existing tax credit programs.


Super:
Rep. Anne Zerr



(R) St. Charles


“Picking up again where we left off, continuing the discussion and hoping to get it over to the Senate so that they can take the time that they need and that was part of our problem last year the House didn’t fully appreciate how much time the Senate needs for their deliberative process.”

Like last year, the bill includes language capping several of the state’s tax credit programs.


It caps tax incentives for restoring certified historic buildings at ninety-million dollars per year.


The proposal also caps the low income housing tax credit program at one hundred thirty million dollars per year starting in two thousand fifteen and lowering the cap every year until two thousand nineteen when it levels off at a cap of one hundred ten million dollars.


Super:
Rep. Clem Smith



(D) Velda Village Hills


“We’ve got a lot of projects, a lot of good things going on and a lot of them are based off of that low income housing tax credit so any adjustment with that program can potentially affect progress that is happening in my district so that is my major concern.” 

Following the hearing lawmakers did not take any action on the proposal but did stress the importance of taking action on the legislation in the upcoming weeks…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
