MO House Leaders Respond to the State of the State
Intro: Missouri Governor Jay Nixon delivered his proposed budget and his legislative priorities in front of a packed House chamber during his annual State of the State address.  Following his prime time speech Jonathan Lorenz met up with legislative leaders from both sides of the aisle to get their opinions of Nixon’s address.
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Jefferson City

((Nats))


Governor Jay Nixon delivered the annual State of the State address in front lawmakers, well wishers and others as he laid out his legislative agenda and more for the two thousand thirteen legislative session.

Lawmakers received the speech with raucous cheers…

((Nats))


And pensive stares.

((Nats))


During his primetime address Nixon also presented the General Assembly with his budget for the upcoming fiscal year.

Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“The majority of the speech was focused primarily on the state’s budget and spending and the budget chairman may or may not have early numbers on this but I believe that the Governor proposed one of the largest if not the largest state budgets ever so I have some concerns about that.”

The Governor’s budget calls for funding increases in several areas, including more than one hundred million dollars for k through twelve education and more thirty million dollars for higher education.


However these funding increases are based upon the General Assembly passing four pieces of legislation to free up new funding sources… a concept the House’s top democrat agrees with.


Super:
Rep. Jacob Hummel



(D) St. Louis


“It’s his responsibility to put things in the budget, to put laws in the budget that quite frankly need to be passed to balance the budget.


He has a responsibility to balance the budget and he can do that by suggesting ways to do that.”

 Super:
Rep. Rick Stream


(R) Kirkwood


“Some of these issues have come up in the past and have not passed; none of them have passed the legislature in the past.

I don’t know if the likelihood that they will pass this year but that’s one hundred sixty-four million dollars.”

Nixon also proposed expanding the state’s Medicaid rolls by more than two hundred fifty thousand people.

He claims the expansion would be paid for by the federal government through a provision in the Affordable Care Act.


However the Speaker has concerns regarding the federal government’s willingness to pick up the state’s tab.

“I heard a lot of spending in the Governor’s budget tonight but not how you pay for it long term if and I don’t believe it’s an if, I believe it’s a when the federal government starts ratcheting back.” 

Lawmakers now begin the process of working with the Governor’s budget to create their own version of the states two thousand fourteen operating budget…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
