MO House Committee Discusses Voter Id Proposal
Intro:	The Missouri House of Representatives Committee on Elections discussed a proposal requiring Missourians to show a photo ID before casting their vote in any public election.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how lawmakers hope to protect the integrity of the ballot box.
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	Members of the Missouri House Committee on Elections met before a standing room only crowd to discuss a proposal intended to protect the state’s elections.
	House Bill Thirty and House Joint Resolution One require Missourians to show a photo ID to prove their identity before being allowed to participate in any public election.

	Super:	Rep. Tony Dugger
		(R) Hartville

	“It’s simple; I want to protect the integrity of elections in the state of Missouri.
	I am one hundred percent sure that voter impersonation fraud is taking place in the state of Missouri and I think this photo ID is the only way that we can fix it.”

	If an eligible Missouri voter does not have a photo ID, the legislation requires the state to provide them one free of charge.
	The proposal is made up of two parts, the enacting legislation and a proposed constitutional amendment.
	However several opponents claim the proposal represents a roadblock to certain groups of eligible voters.  

	Super:	Rep. Clem Smith
		(D) Velda Village Hills

	“I think this is meant to be a hindrance, a hiccup in the system to discourage people actually… it sounds good like hey we are protecting your right to vote, just bring a ID but for certain populations it causes an issue.” 
	
	Following the hearing the committee did not take any further action on either of the proposals.
	If the enacting legislation is approved by the General Assembly, the voters must also approve the constitutional change before the photo ID requirement becomes law…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
	
