Week in Review 1-27-12

Intro:
The Missouri House of Representatives wrapped up another busy week as legislation moves through the political process.  Lawmakers tackled changes to Missouri’s voting process and more as Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol.
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The Missouri House wrapped up another busy week as legislation continues to move through the political process.


The House Elections committee approved a proposal requiring photo identification to vote.


If a registered voter doesn’t have a photo id, the legislation requires the state to provide them one.


The sponsor of the proposal claims his legislation is intended to protect the voting process.

Super:
Rep. Shane Schoeller



(R) Willard


“I think more people who might have the intention of fraud are going to be a lot more careful when they know they have to show up with photo id that says this is who I say I am and I think again when we pull all of that together…I think voters will be protected and we don’t have to worry as much about someone trying to cast a cloud over our voting process.”

If someone trying to vote doesn’t have a photo id, the bill allows them to cast a provisional ballot.


The committee approved the bill by a vote of seven to three.


The legislation must be approved by the House Rules Committee before moving to the floor for debate.

((Nats))


The House Elementary and Secondary Education Committee discussed a proposal making changes to Missouri’s charter schools.

Charter schools are publicly funded schools operating with little state oversight.

House Bill twelve twenty-eight provides additional state oversight for charter schools and allows them to operate in any school district in the state.


Currently charter schools are only allowed to operate in Kansas City and St. Louis.

The legislation also expands the list of organizations eligible to sponsor a charter school.


Super:
Rep. Tishaura Jones


(D) St. Louis


“This bill gives superintendents and school boards another tool in their tool box to offer educational options to their parents.”

Following the packed hearing, no further action was taken on the bill.

((Nats))


Rounding out the week, lawmakers approved a proposal making changes to the Missouri Accountability Portal.


The accountability portal is a website listing how Missouri tax dollars are spent.

The legislation adds schools, local counties and other municipalities to the list of government entities included on the website.


According to the sponsor, the bill is about keeping government officials accountable.

Super:
Rep. Jason Smith



(R) Salem


“We just need to make sure that the more informed that citizens are of how the tax dollars are being spent the more accountable everyone is going to be in the long run.”

However opponents disagree, they claim the bill creates bigger government.


Super:
Rep. Mike Colona



(D) St. Louis


“Great idea, room to disagree…I’m not going to saddle or burden my constituents with another regulation.


I’ll be voting no.”

Lawmakers approved the legislation with more than one hundred ten yes votes.


The bill now moves to the Senate for consideration…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
