Missouri House of Representatives Week in Review 1-24-14

Intro: Speeches and committee hearings dominated the headlines during the past week in the Missouri House.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on the past week in the Missouri House of Representatives.
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Lawmakers wrapped up their second full week of the two thousand fourteen legislative session.


The House Committee on Ways and Means discussed a proposal aiming to keep existing companies in Missouri.


House Bill twelve fifty-three aims to reduce business income tax rates by fifty percent over a five year period.


It also reduces the corporate income tax rate from six point two five percent to three point one two five percent over a five year period.


These tax cuts only kick in if the state sees increased revenue.

Super:
Rep. T.J. Berry



(R) Kearney


“Looking at what has the best opportunity for long term capitol growth and to me why do you want long term capitol growth?


Because if businesses re-invest that money you will get jobs and jobs is the key to our economy.” 

House Bill twelve fifty-three is the stripped down version of House Bill two fifty-three from last year, the same tax cut bill Governor Nixon vetoed in two thousand thirteen.


Following the hearing no further action was taken on the bill.

((NATS))


Tuesday night marked the Governor’s State of the State address.


In his prime time speech, Governor Nixon presented his budget for two thousand fifteen.


Nixon proposed the largest budget in state history, more than twenty-eight billion dollars.

Super:
Speaker Tim Jones



(R) Eureka


“I did not hear one single, proposed substantive legislative solution to any of the challenges facing our state, it was all based upon the fact that if we throw more money at our problems that will some how solve the problems that we have.”
Nixon’s budget includes an increase of more than two hundred seventy-five million dollars for elementary and secondary education.

The proposed increase would put the state on a two year path to fully fund the state’s foundation formula for education.

Super:
Rep. Jacob Hummel


(D) St. Louis

“Very excited about the Governor’s budget proposal, I think it has been a long time coming that we can finally afford to fully fund the foundation formula and in two years that is a wonderful thing.”
With Nixon’s budget proposal in hand, lawmakers now begin the process of crafting the state’s two thousand fifteen budget.
((NATS))


Rounding out the week, Missouri Supreme Court Chief Justice Mary Russell delivered the annual State of the Judiciary address.


She applauded the efforts of lawmakers to update the state’s criminal code and urged the continued use of technology in the court system to better serve the state…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.

