MO House Committee Discusses Benevolent Tax Credits

Intro:
The Missouri House Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities discussed legislation aiming to restore several family friendly tax credits.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the State Capitol on how one lawmaker hopes to help several charitable organizations through his legislation.
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The Missouri House Committee on Children, Families and Persons with Disabilities discussed legislation providing several family friendly tax credits.


House Bill eighty-seven restores tax credits benefitting local food pantries and pregnancy resource centers.

It also extends a tax credit program intended to help single parent families.


The sponsor of the proposal claims this is the right way to help those who are suffering in society.

Super:
Rep. Eric Burlison



(R) Springfield


“This is a really great role for us as elected officials to engage the public in the charitable aspects of our society, particularly when we have communities and not for profits that are doing a tremendous job and I think that they do a much better job than we can do our selves.”

According to Burlison the proposal only carries an eight million dollar fiscal note.

During the hearing, several committee members raised concerns however regarding the makeup of one of the groups benefitting from the tax credits

Super:
Rep. Jill Schupp



(D) Creve Coeur


“My concern is just about one provision of the bill and that’s the pregnancy resource centers, I think we heard testimony here today that we are not sure that all of those centers are providing accurate, medical information and that certainly there aren’t necessarily medical people on staff.”
Following the hearing no further action was taken on the proposal, the committee plans to vote on the legislation next week during its next scheduled hearing…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
