Elections Committee Discusses Voter ID proposal

Intro:
The Missouri House Elections Committee approved a proposal requiring photo identification to vote.  Jonathan Lorenz reports from the state on how one lawmaker aims to protect the integrity of the voting process by requiring voters to prove their identity at the polling place.
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The House Elections committee approved legislation requiring photo identification in order to vote.


The legislation requires the state to provide photo identification to those who don’t have an i.d.


The sponsor of the proposal claims the legislation aims to protect the voting process.

Super:
Rep. Shane Schoeller



(R) Willard


“I want to make sure that when I am casting my ballot which is an honest ballot that someone else who would be casting a fraudulent ballot isn’t taking my votes away by their fraudulent vote.”

If someone trying to vote doesn’t have a photo i.d. the bill allows them to cast a provisional ballot.


However opponents have a problem with the provisional ballot language, they claim it limits when people can participate in the process.


Super:
Rep. Stacey Newman



(D) St. Louis


“We’ve already determined that this bill is for most people and yet its only for major elections that you are able to cast that provisional ballot correct?”

This isn’t the first time lawmakers have debated this type of legislation.

((Nats))


The committee approved the proposal by a vote of seven to three.


The legislation must be approved by the House Rules committee before moving to the floor for debate…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
