House Leaders React to the State of the State Speech

Intro:
Tuesday night marked Governor Jay Nixon’s annual State of the State Address.  Nixon delivered his remarks in front of a packed House Chamber.  Jonathan Lorenz met with several lawmakers to get their reaction to Nixon’s prime time speech.

Type:

PKG

TRT:

2:26
Locator:
Missouri House of Representatives



Jefferson City

((Nats))

 House chamber.


The speech was met with pensive stares from one side of the chamber and cheers from the other.

((Nats))


Job creation and balancing the state’s budget dominated Nixon’s speech.

The Governor called for lawmakers to do all they could to help bring jobs to the show-me state.

However one lawmaker criticized Nixon for being all talk and no substance.


Super:
Rep. Tim Jones



(R) Eurkea


“The two things that I was looking for was a specific plan as to what we were substantively going to do this session and also I was looking for specific proposals from the Governor as to how we were exactly going to balance the budget and with the exception of a couple of items I wrote down I did not see any specifics in either of those categories.”

On the other side of the aisle, the House’s top democrat was pleased with Nixon’s prime time speech.


Super:
Rep. Mike Talboy



(D) Kansas City


“I think that he did a good job talking about the things that I have defiantly been talking about whether it be the budget, job creation, economic development and education.

I think those three things are basically going to monopolize our time that we spend down here this year.”

Many lawmakers were anxious to hear the Governor’s remarks regarding the state’s operating budget specifically how he recommends attacking the state’s budget shortfall.


Nixon announced cuts to state workers and higher education while increasing funds for k through twelve education.


However Jones wanted to know more, he wanted to know how Nixon plans to deal with the state’s five hundred million dollar shortfall.


“We expect him to put forth an agenda as to what he would like the legislature to concentrate on to help create the environment to create jobs and how we are going to balance a budget that everyone agrees is five to seven hundred million dollars out of whack and needs some major balancing.

I did not pick up on many specifics in the speech tonight.”


“The budget process is for the specificity, when he gives the budget to everybody then we will see exactly what he wanted and these are the highlights that he wanted to talk about.”
((Nats))


Following the Governor’s State of the State address, he released his proposal for the state’s two thousand thirteen operating budget.


All eyes now turn to the General Assembly as lawmakers must truly agree and finally pass the state’s budget by the May eleventh constitutional deadline…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
