MO House Leaders Discuss Ethics
Intro: As lawmakers begin their work in Jefferson City one of the hot button issues surrounding their time in the State Capitol is ethics reform. Jonathan Lorenz sits down with leaders from both sides of the aisle to get their take on what needs to happen for ethics reform to make it to the finish line.
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	As lawmakers navigate the ninety-eighth General Assembly one of the issues many hope they tackle will be changing the rules which govern themselves.
	Ethics reform has become a hot button issue over the years, whether it is capping the amount of money one can donate to a politician or limiting the interaction between a lawmaker and a lobbyist.
	In the eyes of the new Speaker, ethics reform starts with transparency.

	Super:	Speaker John Diehl
		(R) Town and Country

	“I would advocate for more transparency at all levels of campaign finance and I would advocate for more transparency just in money that is spent around this building or outside this building.”
	
	Currently lawmakers have filed more than twenty pieces of legislation addressing ethics reform.
	Several of those filed bills deal with campaign finance reform, an idea the House’s top democrat fully supports.

	Super:	Rep. Jacob Hummel
		(D) St. Louis

	“Certainly I think the lobbyist expenditures need to be addressed but let’s face it you have on individual in the state of Missouri that seems to be buying elections and I think it is time that we changed that.”

	In two thousand eight lawmakers eliminated the cap on campaign donations.
	While there seems to be a ground swell of support for some type of ethics reform in Missouri’s state house, Diehl cautions enthusiasm surrounding the idea.

	“You know one of the challenges with ethics reform is there is groups out there that want to talk about ethics reform and that is until you touch there little corner of politics or political money and then all of a sudden that has to be off limits.”
	
	Lawmakers now turn    their attention to the Governor’s State of the State address on Wednesday at seven pm.
	During his address the governor will announce his legislative priorities for two thousand fifteen…reporting from the State Capitol, I’m Jonathan Lorenz.
	
