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August 18, 2009
Clayton lawmaker’s name pops up in Smith inquiry
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Tony Messenger

Federal offi  cials investigating the failed 2004 congressional run of state Sen. Jeff  Smith have questioned state Rep. Steve Brown, D-Clayton, 
over his role in the campaign, according to three highly placed state government sources.

Brown, 42, was a volunteer for the Smith campaign in the Democratic primary that has caught the attention of federal authorities. At the 
time, he worked for then-Attorney General Jay Nixon, also a Democrat. Brown worked for Nixon, now the governor, from 1998 to 2007. In the 
2004 general election, Brown was a paid campaign director for Nixon’s campaign for attorney general.

August 19, 2009
Missouri’s revenue picture still gloomy
MissouriNet, Steve Walsh

We’re hearing some mixed messages, on the national level, regarding the economy and whether things have started to turn the corner. But 
the person who watches Missouri’s budget isn’t sending any mixed messages, insisting things have not turned around.

“For state revenue collections it certainly hasn’t turned around yet,” said Budget Director Linda Luebbering in an interview with the 
Missourinet. “We ended last fi scal year, which ended June 30th, at a -6.9 percent compared to the previous fi scal year.”
And July’s start of the 2010 fi scal year didn’t see a turnaround, either.

“July, which would be the fi rst month of our new fi scal year, was not a good month,” said Luebbering. “Revenues declined in the month of 
July, compared to last July, by 7.5 percent.”

KC Democrat picked for Mo. Veterans commission
KMOX, AP

A Kansas City Democrat who fought in Afghanistan has been picked to serve on the Missouri Veterans Commission. Jason Kander is a 
freshman member of the Missouri House. Kander served in Afghanistan from 2006 to 2007. He’s currently a captain in the Missouri National 
Guard. The Missouri Veterans Commission oversees veterans homes, cemeteries and eff orts to sign up veterans for federal benefi ts. 
Legislators approved a measure this year reserving two spots on the commission for state senators and two for members of the House.

August 20, 2009
State denied stimulus funds, Unemployment money pulled over policy confl ict.
Springfi eld News-Leader, Chad Livengood

The federal government has denied Missouri access to $133 million in federal stimulus funds for unemployment insurance because state 
lawmakers refused to make permanent changes to who is eligible for the benefi ts. Federal offi  cials wanted the new benefi ts to be permanent 
so that Missouri’s unemployment entitlement program matched that of other states, said Labor Department Director Larry Rebman.

The rejection comes at a time when the state’s unemployment trust fund owes the federal government $231.7 million in loans. After going 
broke this spring from the spike in Missourians out of work, the Department of Labor estimates it will have to borrow $2.2 billion through 
2014, Rebman said. If the current loans aren’t repaid by January 2011, Missouri employers will begin to gradually lose federal tax credits that 
help underwrite their unemployment insurance costs, he said. Rebman said the state faces two choices to pay off  the debt: cut benefi ts for 
jobless workers or raise taxes on businesses.

State borrows $75 million from reserve
Springfi eld News-Leader, Chad Livengood

Missouri is borrowing an additional $75 million from its reserve fund to keep the state’s fi nances afl oat. The state budget offi  ce announced 
the move after the close of business Wednesday. The agency said it borrowed the money to ensure there is a suffi  cient cash balance to pay 
the state’s obligations. This is the second straight month Missouri has dipped into its reserves. Last month, the state borrowed $125 million 
from the reserve fund for cash-fl ow purposes.

NOTE: Information copied 
directly from media source

House Communications • State Capitol, B-34 •Jefferson City, MO • (573) 751-4043

News Briefs From Around the Capitol 



95th General Assembly
First Regular Session

995959 tthhhhhhthhth GGGeeeenneeerrrrerrraaallalalaalala AAAA AAsssssssssssssssssseemmmmembbbblbbb yyy
FFiiFir tttt RRRR

in the NEWS this week
News Briefs From Around the Capitol August 18-24, 2009

August 21, 2009
Nixon announces $60 million in new budget cuts
St. Louis Beacon, Jo Mannies

Gov. Jay Nixon released last Thursday a list of $60 million in additional Missouri spending restrictions -- necessary because of the continued 
decline in the state’s income, compared to the Legislature’s projections when its members drew up the budget earlier this year. The trims are in 
addition to $430 million in Nixon’s June cuts or spending restrictions. Spending restrictions are technically called “withholdings” because the 
money might be released if state income improves. State Budget Director Linda Luebbering has been pessimistic about the prospect of better 
fi nancial days, which means the “restrictions’’ will likely never be restored. Of the new cuts for this 2010 fi scal-year budget, the largest chunk -- 
$16 million -- came from the budget of the Missouri Department of Social Services.  

Holsman raises awareness of children’s health care
The Wednesday Sun, Linda Friedel

State Rep. Jason Holsman, D-Kansas City, spent several days with parents in his district last week addressing children’s health care programs. 
Along with six representatives from the state Family Support Division, Holsman visited with parents at Center High School, 8715 Holmes Road, 
during Center School District’s Residency Day on Aug. 4 and 5, to shed light on state-provided health care through the MO HealthNet program.

August 22, 2009
Financial aid funds take a hit in state
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Kavita Kumar

A boom in students going to college and a spike in fi nancial need has strained Missouri’s largest scholarship fund, leading to a 22-percent 
decrease in the maximum awards this year. The disconcerting news is hitting college campuses just as classes are resuming for the fall 
semester.

On Friday, the Missouri Department of Higher Education sent a notice to fi nancial aid directors and university presidents about the smaller 
Access Missouri scholarship amounts.

The problem isn’t a lack of state funding. The $92-million program is receiving the same money as last year. It’s just that more students are 
sharing the same pot of money. 

Kelly makes case for special session
Columbia Daily Tribune

State Rep. Chris Kelly, D-Columbia, believes Gov. Jay Nixon should call a special legislative session to come up with a new bill to retrieve $133 
million in federal stimulus funds to boost unemployment benefi ts.

The U.S. Department of Labor this week rejected Missouri’s plan to obtain additional unemployment benefi t funds because the bill the General 
Assembly approved earlier this year did not permanently expand eligibility for jobless benefi ts. States had to implement that change before 
becoming eligible to receive some $7 billion from the federal stimulus package.

In an interview yesterday, Kelly said the Missouri General Assembly should go back to the drawing board. “There are any number of 
possibilities,” Kelly said. “I think we ought to be taking a shot at it. I don’t think we should be giving up the $133 million. I think we should go 
into special session to fi x it.”

Words traded as committee starts DNR investigation
Springfi eld News-Leader, Chad Livengood

A dispute between a Senate committee investigating water quality issues at Lake of the Ozarks and the Department of Natural Resources 
escalated to a full-blown feud Friday.

Sen. Brad Lager, chair of a committee probing DNR’s delayed release of an E. coli report, fi red off  two letters to DNR’s director, Mark Templeton, 
accusing the agency of “stonewalling” the panel’s investigation.

Templeton did not respond to Lager’s correspondence Friday, unlike the day before, when the two men traded letters disputing the “ground 
rules” of the probe.
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August 23, 2009
Budget cuts: waiting for a turnaround
MissouriNet, Bob Priddy

Four-hundred-thirty-fi ve million dollars the legislature wanted to spend on state programs, services, and institutions has been slashed from 
the state budget. The state budget director is looking for something positive but not fi nding much.

Budget director Linda Luebbering says the most recent withholdings--sixty million dollars---are getting into the bone, and a lot of 
Missourians will be touched by them. 

She can’t say these are the last budget cuts or withholdings. State income after the fi rst quarter of the fi scal year could be a sign. 

State praises eff ects of stimulus-funded jobs
Columbia Daily Tribune, Janese Heavin

A summer jobs program that temporarily put teens to work is getting good reviews from both the state and a local participant.
More than 7,300 youths participated in the Next Generation Jobs Team program — 1,000 more than originally expected. Through the 
initiative, 2,143 companies across the state were able to employ the low-income 16- to 24-year-olds using federal stimulus dollars.

As of July 31, Missouri had spent roughly $11.66 million of the $26.67 million in federal funding available for the program, said John 
Fougere, spokesman for the Missouri Department of Economic Development. He anticipated that by the end of the program on Sept. 30, 
the state will have spent 85 percent of the total funding.

Federal stimulus dollars are intended to give the economy a boost.

August 24, 2009
NIXON’S WEEK 31 GRADE: B 
KY3, David Catanese

Governor Nixon played mourner-in-chief and glad-hander in chief all within 24 hours last week, from honoring the deaths of civil rights 
leader Margaret Bush Wilson and Gov. Warren Hearnes to pressing fl esh at the Missouri State Fair. But his ceremonial obligations didn’t hide 
the tough decisions he’s had to face in his fi rst year. His administration released the specifi cs of $60 million dollars in cuts and the bulk came 
from the Department of Social Services. Even worse: this could just be the tip of the iceberg. Amy Blouin of the Missouri Budget Project 
told the Kansas City Star, “we’re defi nitely expecting more withholds and reductions.” The cuts came in the same week that federal offi  cials 
denied the state’s request for $133 million to fund unemployment benefi ts. But as his budget director articulated, Nixon has clearly tried to 
focus his budget cuts on state workers before services, “to reduce the size of state government.” That, in itself, is a conservative principal, that 
his rivals may have a diffi  cult time attacking. And while GOP operative John Hancock Tweeted a question about whether anyone was going 
to examine why Nixon “can’t manage a budget,” no other Republicans were found launching similar criticisms. In fact, House Budget Chair 
Allen Icet, also a candidate for state auditor said, making the cuts in the summer means “emergency action is less likely to be needed in the 
spring.” In other words, might as well get out in front of the tough stuff . And if you thought there couldn’t be any good news about E.Coli 
in Missouri, you were mistaken. The Department of Natural Resources released a study (of course they did!) showing E.Coli levels in Lake of 
the Ozarks safely below federal standards. Nixon can only hope the level of scrutiny surrounding his administration’s role in E.Coli-gate is 
incrementally dropping with it.

Analysis: Mo. bans wrong plastic from rivers
KMOX, Chris Blank, AP

A law that takes eff ect this week could make criminals out of those who bring Tupperware onto many of Missouri’s rivers.
Lawmakers intended to reduce fl oating debris and pollution from abandoned foam coolers in the state’s waterways. But they confused their 
plastics, and instead of banning Styrofoam, they criminalized the plastic containers found in many kitchens but seldom used to ferry beer 
and soda down a river. 

The problem arises because Styrofoam is a brand name, and so lawmakers who may have been a bit rusty with their chemistry attempted 
to name the plastic used to make the foam coolers. But instead of restricting coolers made from polystyrene, they banned polypropylene 
containers.


