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Missouri Becomes First State to Propose Utilizing Federal

Stimulus Dollars to Provide Billion Dollar Tax Cut to Missourians

Jefferson City – Missouri became the first in the nation to advance a legislative plan utilizing stimulus funds for a billion dollar tax cut.

The Missouri House voted Thursday to approve a half percent cut to all personal income tax brackets, benefitting citizens who make $9,000 a year or more.    

“The federal government created a fiscally irresponsible stimulus plan that seeks to balloon the size of government," said Speaker of the House, Ron Richard. He added, "In Missouri, we know that economic recovery is a direct result of our hard-working men and women and we want to put tax dollars back into their pockets. We won't stand by and allow the federal government to tell us what to do - we are leaving the choice to the people of Missouri”. 

The legislation passed on Thursday would lower the income tax rate for most Missourians from 6 percent to 5.5 percent. The bill was originally authorized for two years only, but an amendment by Speaker Pro Tem Bryan Pratt, R-Blue Springs, lifted the sunset provision and made the tax cut permanent.  

The changes made to Senate Bill 71 in the House must now be approved by the Senate. Failing that, the bill will be sent to a conference committee to iron out the differences.
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