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House Member Proposes Comprehensive Transportation Plan

Jefferson City – Ellisville Representative Neal St. Onge says Missouri can become the transportation hub of the country.  He believes a comprehensive proposal he presented today—the Missouri Total Transportation Plan (MTTP)—will make that dream a reality.  

The centerpiece of St. Onge’s plan is the reconstruction of Interstate 70.  His ambition for rebuilding I-70 takes multiple forms including a proposal for an eight-lane highway with “truck-only” lanes segregated from lanes reserved for cars and local trucks and would cost the state a total of $3.6 billion.  Other aspects of St. Onge’s plan include $8.3 million per year for public transit systems, $7 million per year to fund the state’s ports system, and nearly $70 million additional dollars per year to be used on transportation project throughout the state.  


“Seeing our proximity—we’re in the middle of the country—let’s develop our river system,” said St. Onge.  “Let’s develop our ports and let’s become the transportation hub of this country.” 

Carrying out St. Onge’s plan will take more revenue than the state currently has or will have.  Because of insufficient state revenue and decreasing support from the federal government, Missourians may be expected to do more or face the consequences of a minimal transportation system. 


By 2010, St. Onge projected the state “will be down to a barebones, if we’re lucky, maintenance program only on our highways.  There will be virtually no money for new construction or new highways.” 


The MTTP proposes a broad array of fee and tax increases to compensate for coming shortfalls and to pave the way for Missouri’s transportation future.  License fees would increase for cars and trucks.  State gas and diesel taxes would increase by four and six cents.  A new two percent sales tax would be imposed on fuels and the state’s general sales tax would increase by .05%.  The overall plan would require approval from Missouri voters and would sunset in six years.  The difficulty of convincing the state’s voting public is not lost on St. Onge.

“Already some of my colleagues have said, ‘you know, you can’t have tax increases,’” said St. Onge, “but I don’t look at it as a tax increase.  I look at it as an investment.”


As hard as his task may be, Rep. St. Onge believes Missouri’s future economic success depends on having a viable transportation infrastructure.

“Everybody believes the economy supports our transportation [system], when in fact it’s just the other way around,” said St. Onge.  “Our transportation supports our economy.”
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