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Comprehensive Transportation Plan Heard in House Committee

Jefferson City – Missourians need to start a serious discussion about investing in transportation infrastructure or risk losing the advantages offered by the state’s highways, railways, and waterways, according to testimony offered by a St. Louis area representative today.  



Rep. Neal St. Onge (R-Ellisville) began by offering his input in the form of a proposal he calls the Missouri Total Transportation Plan.  The proposal is comprehensive, something St. Onge believes is necessary if the state wishes to secure its economic future.  


“An effective transportation system is the best economic development tool you can have,” said Rep. St. Onge.  


St. Onge’s plan includes the reconstruction of Interstate 70 at a cost of $3.6 billion.  It also allocates $8.3 million per year for public transit, $7 million per year for the state’s ports, and nearly $70 million additional dollars per year to be used on transportation project throughout the state.  


St. Onge said he knows the amount needed to fund these initiatives would come at a cost, but according to Missouri’s Director of Transportation, the investments are necessary.


“We are approaching the perfect storm from the standpoint of funding for transportation,” said MoDOT Director Pete Rahn.  He described the undesirable nexus of significant shortfalls in federal funding, insufficient state revenues, and a highway system in need of an overhaul.


St. Onge proposes an array of fee and tax increases to compensate for shortfalls and to pave the state’s transportation future.  However, he hopes his proposal is just the beginning of the discussion.  Other funding mechanisms, including toll roads and public-private partnerships, are on the table. 


“Let there be no mistake...there is going to be more money needed for these endeavors,” said St. Onge.  “To really become a transportation hub, we are going to need more money.  I don’t care 
-more-
-continued-
what you call it.  You can call it revenue enhancement.  You can call it strategic investment.  You can call it a tax increase, which is basically what it is, but we will need more money.  There’s no doubt.”


St. Onge encouraged committee members to talk to constituents and colleagues about funding the state’s transportation future.  An investment like his would require a vote of the people.  He hopes a proposal can be placed before Missouri voters during the 2008 General Election.
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