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Primary Seat Belt Law Approved by House Committee
Jefferson City – By a vote of 8-2, the House Committee on Transportation approved House Bill 90, a measure that would give Missouri law enforcement officers the power to pull over drivers for not wearing their seat belts.  Currently, Missouri’s secondary seat belt law allows police officers to issue tickets for failing to wear a seat belt only if the vehicle is pulled over for a separate traffic offense.  According to bill sponsor, Representative Neal St. Onge, R-Ballwin, a primary seat belt law will benefit all Missourians. 

“The evidence—the number of Missouri lives that would be affected by this law—is compelling,” said St. Onge.  In 2006, it is estimated more than two-thirds of Missourians fatally injured in a car accident were not wearing seat belts.  A primary seat belt law, according to St. Onge, could save 90 Missouri lives.  

A diverse coalition of interest groups and individuals ranging from representatives of Mothers Against Drunk Driving, labor unions, the Missouri Chamber of Commerce, and physicians to high school students and parents of children who died in traffic accidents registered their support for HB 90 today.  Cheri Bowden of Ava, whose son recently died in a car accident despite wearing a safety belt, encouraged legislators not to ignore the potential impact of the law.

“You will not save every person with this law,” said Bowden, “but the percentage [who could be saved] is so great.”  

Despite today’s show of support, two legislators felt compelled to vote against HB 90.  

“Personally, I think everyone ought to wear their seat belts,” said Rep. Brian Munzlinger, R-Williamstown.  “I try to.  My kids do.  My wife does...I’m just representing my constituents.”  According to a legislative survey, two-thirds of Rep. Munzlinger’s constituents disapprove of a primary seat belt law.  

To gain passage, HB 90 must be approved on the House and Senate floors where it will likely face support and opposition similar to that seen in today’s committee hearing and vote.
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