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Legendary Broadcaster Jack Buck Inducted Into Hall of Famous Missourians
Jefferson City – The late Jack Buck this week became the newest member of the Hall of Famous Missourians as a bronze bust of the Hall-of-Fame and St. Louis Cardinals broadcaster was unveiled during a ceremony at the Missouri State Capitol. Former House Speaker Catherine Hanaway, who selected Buck for inclusion in the Hall, was on hand with current House Speaker Rod Jetton, R-Marble Hill, to unveil the bust during the induction ceremony on Tuesday, April 11.

“It was a devastating loss the day Jack Buck passed away and one of the most recognizable voices in all of sports was forever taken from us,” said Hanaway. “Missourians, and people across this nation, will remember him for being one of the greatest broadcasters to ever announce a sporting event. He is truly one of our greatest Missourians and someone we should continue to honor for all he did for our state.” 
 Buck, who passed away in 2002, broadcast almost every professional sport during his career. He was best known as the voice of the St. Louis Cardinals baseball team for whom he broadcast games from 1954-2001. Buck also worked for CBS, ABC and NBC doing national broadcasts of both professional baseball and football games. In addition he did national radio broadcasts 17 Super Bowls as well as broadcasts for the NBA, NHL and the Pro Bowler’s Tour. For his accomplishments in sports broadcasting, Jack Buck is enshrined in the Baseball Hall of Fame, Football Hall of Fame, Missouri Sports Hall of Fame, and the Radio Hall of Fame. Buck also received a lifetime achievement Emmy in 2000.
In addition to his contributions in the broadcast booth, Buck also made an impact in his community. He was considered one of the greatest citizens of St. Louis where he donated his time to raise money for charities such as the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, where he raised more than $30 
-more-

million, and St. Louis Backstoppers, a group that financially assists families of police officers and firefighters. He also worked with the American Cancer Society, Matthew-Dickey Boys Club, the Girl Scouts, and many other organizations. Buck was selected as St. Louis’ Citizen of the Year in 2000 for his many contributions to the community.

“The voice of Jack Buck was one of the most recognizable in all of sports and his words helped paint a picture of the game for each and every Cardinals fan who sat by the radio hoping to hear his signature call of ‘That’s a winner!’,” said House Speaker Jetton. “Jack Buck can never be replaced but we can do our best to remember him and all he gave to baseball fans and to his community. As a member of the Hall of Famous Missourians he will have a permanent place among his peers and will be forever remembered for his vast contributions to our state.”
In attendance for the induction ceremony were Jack Buck’s wife, Carol; St. Louis Cardinals manager Tony Larussa; and bust sculptor, Harry Weber.
Weber, a native of St. Louis, is best known for his work in creating sculptures of baseball players for the St. Louis Hall of Fame. He created a bust of Jack Buck for the City of St. Louis that was declared a City Historic Landmark in 2003. He also served as an artist for the Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Since 1982, the Hall of Famous Missourians, located in the third floor rotunda of the State Capitol, has honored the accomplishments of the state’s most famous residents. The Speaker of the House is the official “keeper” of the Hall and hosts an annual golf tournament to fund the bronze busts and induction ceremonies. You can visit the Hall of Famous Missourians online at http://www.house.mo.gov/famous/
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