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Legislation Establishes Protocols for Missing Person Reports

Jefferson City – Currently, there is no statewide protocol for law enforcement officials to follow when they receive a report for a missing adult.  A bill presented by Rep. Bryan Pratt, R-Blue Springs, to the House Judiciary Committee today would make that change.


“We know that ... [the] first two to three days [are] vital to finding [a] missing person,” said Rep. Pratt.  “And that’s why this bill is so vitally important.”


Rep. Pratt was inspired to file his legislation, House Bill 757, by the efforts of one of his constituents, Brandy Shipp, to find Summer, her mother.  Summer Shipp was last seen doing door-to-door market research in Independence.  Written testimony from Brandy Shipp presented today indicated police who helped her after her mother’s disappearance had no clear guidelines for responding to a missing adult report.  She also said some law enforcement agencies’ standard procedures say adults usually leave on their own accord.  That was something she couldn’t accept.

Under HB 757, law enforcement agencies must attempt to gather relevant information regarding a missing person.  They must respond to questions asked by the person who makes a missing person report.  Agencies must also determine whether the person missing would be considered “high-risk” and, if so, to immediately notify the State Highway Patrol.


By establishing uniform procedures, Rep. Pratt believes “we can make sure if someone does go missing, we can employ all the resources we have at our disposal to be able to find” that person.


Once a person is missing for more than 30 days, HB 757 would also require law enforcement to attempt to obtain various pieces of evidence including DNA samples from family members, dental or skeletal x-rays, photographs, and x-rays or fingerprints of the missing person.  

HB 757 specifies that law enforcement officers cannot refuse a written report of a missing person.  One person testifying before the committee today said she tried for eight years to get her law enforcement agency to file a missing person report on a son she has not been seen for thirteen years.  


Officially called the Summer Shipp Act, HB 757 must receive an affirmative vote from the committee before moving on to the House for further consideration.
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