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House Committee Approves Expansion of State “No-Call List” 


Jefferson City – A House committee unanimously approved legislation today that updates the numbers that can be added to the state’s No-Call List.  Under House Bill 112, numbers for cell phones, fax machines, and text messaging devices can all be added to “No-Call List.”  The bill also prohibits, with few exceptions, the use of “robo,” or automated, phone calls.  


“Anything that would strengthen the No-Call List and give people more protections and more options, [Missourians] will like,” said bill sponsor, Rep. David Pearce, R-Warrensburg.  



Exceptions to the prohibitions in HB 112 are few.  People who give their consent through a business relationship can receive automated phone calls.  HB 112 allows employers to use an automated system to contact employees about work schedules.  It also permits school districts to call students, parents, or employees, and public safety officials can use automatic dialing to notify people of emergencies.  In its present form, the bill also allows for automated calls on political campaigns but with limitations.  

“We did say polling is ok but it needs to be for information purposes only,” said Rep. Pearce.  Rep. Jake Zimmerman, D-Olivette, successfully amended Rep. Pearce’s bill so that it states automatic dialing for political campaigns must primarily be for gathering information.  Some members of the committee said the final bill shouldn’t sanction using automated phone calls to spread misinformation.


Missourians on the No-Call List could still receive a robo call if the automated portion is preceded by a live operator who obtains the consent of the person called.  

Rep. Pearce has sponsored legislation to expand the No-Call List for each of the past four legislative sessions.  

“This has been a passion for me for years, to add cell phones, text messaging and faxes to the no-call list,” said Rep. Pearce.  

Rep. Pearce’s first attempt to expand the list for Missourians was in 2004 and was limited to cell phones.  This year’s bill is much more expansive and incorporates the components of six other bills on expanding the call list.  At least 15 bills on expanding the No-Call List have been proposed this year.
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