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Speaker Jetton Calls House to Order

Heralds Past Successes, Establishes 2007 Priorities
Jefferson City – Speaker Rod Jetton (R-Marble Hill) reflected on past successes and unveiled legislative priorities as members of the Missouri House of Representatives were sworn into office today.  
Legislators of the 94th Missouri General Assembly elected Jetton to his second term as Speaker of the House and Representative Carl Bearden (R-St. Charles) to another two years as Speaker Pro Tem.  Speaker Jetton is optimistic legislators will continue to work together for Missourians.
“The Missouri House of Representatives has worked together to make a real difference for our citizens,” said Jetton.  “Missouri has gone from losing more jobs than any other state in America to adding thousands of new jobs for our working families.  Two years ago, we faced a billion dollar budget shortfall and now we anticipate a healthy surplus of $300-500 million.  We’ve improved the efficiency of government programs, provided more money for our children’s schools and put tough laws in place to put a stop to meth production, sex crimes and drunk driving.”
Among other things, Speaker Jetton noted the state’s General Revenue grew by 9.3% during the 2006 fiscal year without a tax increase, over $800 million new dollars are going to public schools over the next seven years and meth incidents have decreased by more than forty percent.  He also cited pro-life legislation that has contributed to a drop in the number of abortions performed in the state.

For the upcoming legislative session, Speaker Jetton called on legislators to
· Eliminate Missouri’s tax on Social Security benefits; 

· Propose a legislative solution to the St. Louis public schools crisis;

· Establish a scholarship program for all Missouri students wanting to attend college in Missouri;

· Make English the official language for all state proceedings; and 

“We’ve made a lot of progress over the past two years.  Missouri is moving in the right direction,” said Speaker Jetton, “but on behalf of all Missourians, it’s time to continue moving ahead.  And with these priorities, I believe we can and we will.”  

###

