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Proposal to Ease Cost of Tuition Considered by Committee

Jefferson City – A mid-Missouri legislator wants to ease the burden of paying for college education.  Rep. Jeff Harris, D-Columbia, today presented a bill to a House tax committee that allows Missouri taxpayers to deduct the amount they pay for tuition at public higher education institutions from their state taxable income.  


“The intention here is to just ease that burden on moms and dads who are paying tuition at our public colleges and universities ... or on the students themselves if they in fact are the ones who are having to bear that burden,” said Rep. Harris. 


Rep. Harris filed House Bill 48 in response to the rising cost of tuition.  The 2006 report of Trends in College Pricing indicates the cost of tuition has risen rapidly since 2001.  For Harris, investing in improving college affordability now will pay dividends later.


“A college degree in the 21st century, or even a two-year degree, ... is really critical to economic success,” said Rep. Harris.  “In prior generations—in my grandparents’ generation, even in my parents’ generation—a high school degree offered the opportunity to enter the American middle class.  In the 21st century, in our changing economy ... a college degree is becoming a necessary predicate for economic success.”

The tuition tax deduction offered under Harris’s legislation, House Bill 48, would not be limited to those paying for education at a four-year university or college.  The deduction would be available for tuition paid at any public university, college, vocational and technical school, or postsecondary institution within the state of Missouri.  


“My position is every student in the state of Missouri who is qualified to go to college and who wants to go to college ought to be able to go to college,” said Rep. Harris.  “But not every student wants to go to a four-year school.  There are some who, for a multitude of reasons,” choose another route.  


The House Committee on Ways and Means took no official action on Rep. Harris’s bill.
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