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House Favors Familiar Faces for Leadership
Jefferson City – A few new but mostly familiar faces will take the helm of the majority and minority parties of the Missouri House of Representatives this coming week.  After a six month interim dominated by campaigns and elections, incumbent and newly-elected legislators will convene the first session of the 94th General Assembly at noon, Wednesday, January 3rd.  Recognizable names like Speaker Rod Jetton (R-Marble Hill) and Minority Leader Jeff Harris (D-Columbia) will echo again, as they have the last two years, through the House Chamber.  Others, like Rep. Ed Wildberger (D-St. Joseph) and Rep. Sara Lampe (D-Springfield), will add new leadership duties to the already consuming responsibilities of a state legislator.  

“I commend these legislators who balance the essential duties of representing their district with leadership in their respective parties,” said Speaker Jetton.  

The leadership positions of Speaker and Speaker Pro Tempore (Tem) are the only positions requiring a vote from the entire House.  However, their election by the general House body is largely ceremonial; typically, the party in the majority votes on these leadership positions prior to the convening of the legislative session.  Representatives in other leadership positions, including Floor Leader, Assistant Floor Leader, Whip, Caucus Chair and Caucus Secretary, are elected solely by members of their respective political parties.   
Speaker—Rep. Rod Jetton (R-Marble Hill) was chosen by the majority party to serve as Speaker-elect of the House after the November 2006 elections.  Previously, Rep. Jetton had been elected as Speaker Pro Tem in 2002 and Speaker in 2004.  The Speaker is the presiding officer over the House and is responsible for assigning bills to House committees and to the House Calendar where they can then be brought up for debate.  
Speaker Pro Tem—Rep. Carl Bearden (R-St. Charles) was chosen by the majority party to serve as Speaker Pro Tem-elect after the November 2006 elections.  Rep. Bearden served as Speaker Pro Tem during the last legislative session and as chair of the House Budget Committee during the 2003-2004 legislative session.  The Speaker Pro Tem presides over the House in the absence of the Speaker.  
Majority Floor Leader—Rep. Tom Dempsey (R-St. Charles) will serve his second legislative term as majority floor leader.  The majority caucus elected Rep. Dempsey after the November 2006 elections.  As floor leader, Rep. Dempsey controls the order of business in the House chamber, including what bills will be taken up for debate and voted on by members of the House.  

Assistant Majority Floor Leader—Rep. Tom Self (R-Cole Camp) will continue to serve as assistant majority floor leader.  He was first chosen to serve as assistant majority floor leader after the Rep. who formerly held the post was elected to the Senate in November 2005.  The assistant majority floor leader assumes the floor leader’s duties in his absence.  
Majority Whip—Rep. Brian Nieves (R-Krakow) was elected by the majority party for the second consecutive legislative term to serve as the party’s whip.  As majority whip, Rep. Nieves is responsible for “counting votes,” i.e., he works with a team of “deputy whips” to see if there are enough votes to pass or defeat a bill on the House floor.

Majority Caucus Chair—Rep. Bob Dixon (R-Springfield) will serve a second consecutive term as caucus chair for the majority party.  As caucus chair, Rep. Dixon is responsible for organizing and managing caucus meetings throughout the legislative session and during the interim.  He also assists caucus members with other general needs, such as effective constituent outreach programs.
Majority Caucus Secretary—Rep. Marilyn Ruestman (R-Joplin) was chosen for the second consecutive term to serve as caucus secretary for the majority party after the November 2006 elections.  As caucus secretary, Rep. Ruestman assists the caucus chair, helps coordinate caucus meetings and serves as the information hub for the caucus.  
Minority Floor Leader—Rep. Jeff Harris (D-Columbia) will begin his second legislative term as the minority party’s leader in the House.  Voted again to lead the minority caucus after the November 2006 elections, Rep. Harris previously served as the minority whip during the 2003-2004 legislative session.  As floor leader, Rep. Harris will represent the interests of the minority party.  

Assistant Minority Floor Leader—Rep. Paul LeVota (D-Independence) will serve a second term as assistant minority floor leader.  The assistant minority floor leader assumes the minority floor leader’s duties in his absence.  

Minority Whip—Rep. Connie Johnson (D-St. Louis) was elected for a second term to serve as the minority party’s whip.  As minority whip, her duties are similar to those assumed by the majority whip.
Minority Caucus Chair—Rep. Ed Wildberger (D-St. Joseph) will serve as caucus chair for the minority party.  Rep. Wildberger will serve his caucus with duties similar to those of the majority caucus chair.
Minority Caucus Secretary—Rep. Sara Lampe (D-Springfield) was chosen to serve as caucus secretary for the minority party after the November 2006 elections.  The duties of the minority caucus secretary mirror the duties of majority caucus secretary. 
Minority Caucus Vice-Chair—Rep. Gina Walsh (D-St. Louis) was elected as the minority party’s caucus vice-chair and will assist the minority caucus chair and secretary as needed.
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