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Legislation for Safer Waterways Approved

Jefferson City – Legislation approved in the state House today brings closure to legislative efforts to ensure experienced and able law enforcement officials are patrolling Missouri’s waterways.  

“This allows them [the Water Patrol] to be brought up into parity so that we can keep qualified officers,” said sponsor of House Bill 461, Rep. Wayne Cooper (R-Camdenton).  

Last year, the pay of Missouri Water Patrol officials was increased to levels comparable to that received by law enforcement officials in similar sized agencies.  Those changes were aimed to help the water patrol recruit and retain quality law enforcement officials; many of the state’s water patrol members were leaving to work for agencies with more lucrative pay.  

However, water patrol members are part of the state’s merit pay system which essentially precluded them from receiving the needed increases.  HB 461 removes the water patrol from the state merit system.  The change not only will help the water patrol keep quality law enforcement officials on staff but also will protect the state’s investment.  Currently, anytime a water patrol member leaves to work for another agency the state loses $50,000—the amount paid to train new water patrol officials.

“In the long run we’re saving a lot of money,” said Rep. Ed Wildberger (D-St. Joseph).

Like the state’s highway patrol, the water patrol will undergo a pay parity study each year to ensure the patrol’s pay remains adequate and competitive.


HB 461 also spells out several duties for the Commissioner of the State Water Patrol, including establishing rules for instruction, discipline, and duty hours.  It allows the commissioner to divide the state into districts and to assign patrol members to the district and establish procedures for promotions.  

An amendment to HB 461, offered by Speaker Pro Tem Carl Bearden (R-St. Charles), would move up the effective date of the bill’s changes from August 28 to July 1 if at least two-thirds of House members register their approval.  HB 461 received initial voice vote approval today.
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